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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Please find some additional guidance below regarding Key Stage 3 Report Cards which have been 
issued this week and are available to download from Bromcom. 
 
Grading on the card 
  
All of the categories on the report card are graded from 5 (excellent) to 1 (cause for concern). 
 
ATL 
 
This stands for Attitude to Learning and covers the way in which a student approaches their lessons. 
It covers punctuality; effort with classwork and homework; having appropriate equipment for the 
lesson; meeting the expectations of the class teacher and demonstrating the overall school ethos of 
Progress, Partnership and Pride in class.  
 
Conduct  
 
This relates to the student’s general behaviour in class; their respect for other people in the lesson 
and overall preparedness to learn.  
 
Home learning  
 
This covers to what extent homework is attempted; completed on time; well-presented and carried 
out with a high level of care and effort. If limited home learning has been set so far this year in a 
particular subject, the report card will say ‘N/A’. 
 
Target setting and flightpaths  
 
As you will know, due to Covid-19, no students took national tests (SATs) at the end of Year 6 in 
2020.  This meant that all current Year 8 students sat the CAT4 test early on in the 2020-21 academic 
year.  This is the UK’s most widely used test of reasoning abilities for students of secondary school 
age and the results were then used to estimate what GCSE grades each student should achieve in 
Year 11 if they are to make good progress during their secondary school education. Once we have 
set a target for Year 11, we work backwards to set targets for the end of Years 8, 9 and 10.    
 
All students are on a “flightpath” which links the aspirational yet realistic targets for each student 
as mentioned above.  These targets are graded 9-1 (like the new GCSE grading) and are highlighted 
on report cards under the heading ‘Target’.    
  



 

They are very approximately calculated as shown below: 
 

 
 
Please note that:  
 

• Flightpaths are initially based on how well a student performed in the Year 7 CAT4 test.  

• Flightpaths and therefore Target Grades may change over time depending on student performance 
and progress – we never want to limit a student’s potential. 

• It is not unusual for students to deviate above or below their flightpath. 

• The flightpath does not presuppose that progress over time is linear.  Rather, it shows the 
trajectory of progress over time which students need to achieve if they are to reach or exceed 
the end of KS4 target.  Creating marker points at the end of each year enables early identification 
of potential issues with progress, as well as identifying students who may need to have their 
targets increased. 

• Students may have different flightpaths in different subjects.  

• The performance and progress of all students is monitored throughout the year.  

• Parents and carers will be updated on their child’s performance and progress throughout the year. 

• Teacher assessment grades are regularly reviewed to identify necessary tweaks to an individual’s 
target grade for a particular subject.  For example, if a student is consistently achieving above 
their target at a particular point in time, we will look to increase the target. 

 
Attainment 
 
You will also notice a column on the report card headed ‘Attainment’.  Based on classroom 
assessment, this is the grade that the student is currently working at and is also graded 9-1.  The 
student in question may well be working toward their end of year target, with an aim of achieving it 
at the end of the academic year or end of year exam.   



 

At Key Stage 3, target and attainment grades are based on the types of skills and knowledge necessary 
to succeed at Key Stage 4, they do not necessarily represent a specific GCSE grade.  For example, a 
Year 8 student with an attainment grade 3 does not necessarily mean they would achieve a grade 3 
if they took their GCSE today. 
 
At Key Stage 4, the reported grades do relate directly to GCSE grades. 
 
All other columns on the report are graded using our 5-1 system as per the key on the report card 
itself. 
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Paul Edenbrow 
Assistant Head of School 
 


