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Dear Parents/Carers  
 
I am writing to you to remind you of the ‘Pre-Public Examinations’ (PPEs) that will begin on 10 
January 2022 for all Year 11 students. These examinations are always a really important part of the 
Year 11 experience and it is hoped that your child is already working hard to do their best. The 
results from these exams provide us with a clear picture of how students are performing in all 
subjects, and allow us to plan targeted intervention and teaching for the last four months of the 
course. The process also gives the students a chance to understand the rigors of the exam process 
before the final May and June exams.  

This year will be the first year since 2019, where students are sitting final, formal GCSE 
examinations. We are preparing students to fully expect the process to go ahead as normal. 
However, you will understand that we are now in more uncertain times and nothing is ever 
completely guaranteed. As such, the advice from the Department of Education is to ensure 
assessments, including PPEs, are organised in such a way that if we have to use a teacher assessment 
process to grade exams, we will be able to do this with integrity and confidence.  

Students need to be aware that, if summer exams do not go ahead, these January exams will 
be used as evidence towards a Teacher Assessed Grade. Students are being given this message 
in school, but please do reinforce this message at home too.  

To help support the PPE process this year, all core PE lessons for the examination period will instead 
be in-class revision sessions. As such, there will be the requirement for all Year 11s to be in full 
uniform during this time. No part of the PE kit should be worn to school during the exam period.  

I would like to remind you that there is a great deal of support available for your child at this 
challenging time. They have access to a wealth of revision materials in their lessons, the Library 
and interactive apps on their device, including GCSE Pod, Hegarty Maths, Seneca, and Pixl. There 
are a number of revision sessions already running but a more formal, structured and tailored 
programme of intervention sessions will begin directly after the PPEs. More information will be sent 
out in the New Year.  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your on-gong support. It is important 
that students make the most of revision opportunities during their Christmas holidays as it is a 
lengthy time away from school but, of course, they should also balance this with taking the time to 
relax and recharge for the New Year. 

Yours faithfully 

  

Ms A Yeoman     
Assistant Headteacher 

Mr J D Gilligan 
Head of School (Secondary Phase) 
 

 


