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Dear Parent/Carer 

As this extraordinary school year is coming to an end, I know that you will all be eager to know 

the plans for September following the Government’s announcement on 23 June that all year 

groups will be returning to school on a full-time basis. Our plans will be subject to a further 

government announcement on 11 August; therefore we are sending the outline for reopening 

in this letter, which will be followed by more detailed guidance before the end of August. 

Firstly, I would like to take the opportunity to thank you all for your efforts in helping your 

children during these difficult and challenging times. We fully appreciate your part in 

encouraging students to complete work set and take part in online sessions, to contribute to 

our first virtual sports day and to have a go at the other activities organised by members of 

staff. We would also like to thank you for the feedback and many messages of support we have 

received throughout this time. This has been a steep learning curve for us all and we have 

taken many lessons from this experience; should there be a requirement for a further school 

closure, we are far better prepared to deliver lessons remotely and ensure that disruption to 

learning is minimised. 

We have been very impressed with the resilience shown by many of our students who have 

learnt new skills and developed their own independent skills, which will hold them in good 

stead for the rest of their lives.  

Opening Over the Summer Holidays 

The government is not asking schools to remain open over the summer holidays and so we will 

be closing to our essential worker and vulnerable students and also to Years 10 and 12 on 

Friday 17 July. We are looking forward to seeing many of our Year 11 and Year 13 students on 

the A level (13 August) and GCSE (20 August) results days in August. Parents and students will 

receive information regarding the organisation of these days in a separate letter. 

School Reopening Plans for September 

We are planning to fully reopen using an extension of the measures already in place for the 

students across the Trust, with our key priority being the safety of every single member of our 

school community.  These updated plans have been drawn up using government, local authority 

and union guidance and have been shared and discussed with Trust Senior Leaders and our 

staff.  Further discussions will take place with our governing body, before the plans are 

formally ratified by our Trust Board.  We will also be carrying out a thorough risk assessment, 

which will be available on our website before the end of August.  

  



 

Our priorities are to maintain high standards of cleaning, to expect regular hand washing and 

good respiratory hygiene and to reduce the number of possible contacts with other students 

within the context of our school setting, whilst we continue to deliver a broad and balanced 

curriculum. 

With these measures in place, the school day will be very different to how it has been in the 

past. The main changes are as follows: 

- Each year group will have a specific entry point into the school site and building. 

- Registration will be at 8.30am for all students.   Registration will take place in their 

Period 1 classrooms. 

- At Key Stage 3, students will be grouped by year group into Bubbles. This means that 

for the vast majority of lessons, students will take stay in base rooms with teachers 

coming to them.   Students in Key Stage 4 and Sixth Form will move around the school 

to their lessons and will have full access to specialist classrooms.   

- Classrooms will be reconfigured so that desks are front facing. Students will be able to 

sit side by side but should not face each other.  

- Year groups will have specific areas for use at break time. Other than for the Sixth 

Form, there will be no access to the Dining Hall at break. 

- Lunchtime will be split into three sittings with all year groups being kept separated 

during this time.  Food will be available from Cucina at lunchtimes except for Sixth 

Form. 

- A one way system will operate in school to reduce the possibility of corridor congestion, 

stairs will either be ‘UP’ or ‘DOWN’. 

- Social distancing measures, signage and increased supervision will be in place around 

the school. 

- The school calendar for the autumn term (at least) will be reduced, with many events 

being paused or delivered in a virtual way e.g. curriculum evenings, tutor evenings and 

parents’ evenings. Visits and visitors to the school will also be restricted. 

There is still further planning to do and there will be more information to share with you closer 

to the start of the new term in September. We plan to give future updates via letters and 

videos before the end of August. 

The Start of Term 

We are very aware that many students have not been in school for a significant period of time 

and that our new Year 7 have not been through the usual transition process nor have they had 

the opportunity to spend any time in school. We will therefore be having a phased start to the 

term. 

Thursday 3 September 

Years 8, 9 and 10 will be invited into school, in year groups, to meet with their form tutor. 

Each meeting will last for approximately 90 minutes and will provide us with an opportunity 

to find out how students have been during the period of school closure, to go through 

timetables, expectations and the new systems and processes that will be in place. We want to 

make students feel confident about their return to school. 

Year Group Arrival Time Departure Time 

Year 8 9.00 am 10.30am 

Year 9 11.00am 12.30pm 

Year 10 1.30pm 3.00pm 

 



 

Friday 4 September 

This will be a day dedicated to welcoming our new Year 7 into school. Students will have a day 

full of activities to help them become familiar with the structure of the secondary school day 

and to meet some of their teachers. 

Monday 7 September 

School will start for all year groups at 8.30am, following the full timetable. Year 11 and Year 

13 will spend time, at the start of the day, receiving their timetable and going through the 

systems in place around school. 

Uniform 

In September students will be required to come to school in their full winter uniform (white 

shirt, tie and blazer). However on the days that they have PE students will be permitted to 

attend in their school PE kit and are allowed to wear plain blue, black or grey tracksuit bottoms 

over PE shorts or leggings. Students will not have access to lockers during the autumn term 

and so they should bring only essential equipment, water and a snack each day. A full list of 

what we consider essential will be sent out in future correspondence over the summer 

holidays. It will be important that students come prepared for lessons and the need to borrow 

and share equipment is eliminated. 

Attendance at School 

From September, the government’s expectation is that all students in all year groups will 

return to school and attendance will be compulsory.  We appreciate that for some parents 

there will be an anxiety surrounding returning to school, and this is completely understandable 

and we will do our very best to support you with any questions or queries you may have.  Whilst 

we are all looking forward to a return to ‘normal life’, we are hoping that our measures will 

enable us to find a ‘new normal’ as we reopen Hampton College Secondary Phase for all in the 

autumn term.  

 

We appreciate that this is a lengthy communication, but we hope that it begins to answer some 

of the many questions you will have about September. As mentioned earlier, we will be sending 

further updates by the end of August by post, email and through social media. Please do share 

these with our students so that they are prepared for the systems in place at school. Working 

in partnership, with you and the students, we are confident that we can make the return to 

school an enjoyable, positive and engaging experience. 

In the meantime, we hope, very much, that you are able to enjoy the summer break and that 

you and your family remain safe. 

Yours sincerely 

 

J Gilligan 

Head of School (Secondary Phase) 

 


