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GCSE OPTIONS – THE HAMPTON COLLEGE 
APPROACH

Our intention is for our students to leave Year 11 at Hampton 
College with the best set of qualifications they could ever hope 
for.  Choosing the right subjects to study at GCSE is the first stage 
in that process and therefore, as this is such a big decision, we 
believe it should be taken in partnership with parents within a 
framework of high quality, professional guidance.  In other words 
we are here to help and guide as best we can.

This booklet contains all the information you need to know about 
the curriculum in years 10 and 11, including the subjects students 
must study (the Core Curriculum) and which other subjects are 
available to choose from (Option subjects).  It also explains how 
students can go about making their choices within the guidance 
offered.
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The Core Curriculum

Combined Science

There is a requirement for schools to deliver a ‘Core Curriculum’. These are the subjects that everyone 
must study.  They are:

*English Language and English Literature – leads to a GCSE in both
*Mathematics – leads to GCSE Mathematics

*Science – leads to two GCSEs in ‘Combined Science’ (or ‘Separate Science’ for those students who are
guided to this course and who choose to do it)

*Personal Development (PD)
*Physical Education (Core PE)

Science Courses
There are two routes that are offered through Science; Combined Science (worth two GCSEs) and 
Separate Science (worth three GCSEs).

Combined Science: Every student will have the opportunity to study for a minimum
of two GCSEs in Science.  This is called ‘Combined Science’. 

Separate Science: Students who are considered by the Science department to be at a
level where they would be suitable to follow a Separate Science course (whereby they study 
Chemistry, Physics and Biology separately, culminating in a GCSE in each of these separate 
Science subjects) will be informed by the Science Department.  

The Science Department will confirm the names of those students who will be offered Separate Science 
following on from the assessments that have taken place in January.  Therefore, until this has been 
compiled, students can only express an interest in taking Separate Science.  We suggest that, until the 
list is confirmed, students should only really consider Separate Science if they are currently working at a 
minimum of a Step 4 in Science and, having discussed the idea with their Science teacher, it is 
considered a good idea.  

If you want to study the Separate Sciences, you will need to choose it as part of your option choice, due 
to the time required to cover the additional content. Should you select it, but are unable to join the 
Separate Science route, then we will use your reserve choice as the alternative.
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Personal Development
Personal Development status carries with it both rights and responsibilities. "Active citizenship" is the 
philosophy that citizens should work towards the betterment of their community through economic 
participation, public service, volunteer work and other such efforts to improve life for all citizens. 

Personal Development primarily focuses on political and social participation in the life of the community, 
the right to vote and the right to receive certain protection from the community, as well as obligations.  
Students study the legal, political, religious, social, constitutional and economic systems that influence 
their lives and communities.  They are encouraged to be actively involved in the life of their school, 
neighbourhood and wider communities.  Topics studied at Hampton College include: fairness, social 
justice, respect for democracy and diversity and involve a school, local, national and global perspective.  
Each student will study PD for one hour per week in Year 10.

Physical Education

Each student will participate in Core PE each week, as part of the statutory curriculum requirement.  The 
Year 10/11 lessons will involve using the key skills, processes and concepts learned in Key Stage 3 in a 
number of different activities, some of which will be recreational and some of which will be competitive, 
such as participating in tournaments.  In addition to performing, students will also get the opportunity to 
take part in a number of different leadership roles in sport, through officiating, leading and organising the 
tournaments. 

Students will be expected to use their knowledge of sport and healthy lifestyles to make choices about the 
activities they wish to take part in and it is hoped that some specialist options may be offered during the 
two years.

All students will be expected to participate in all lessons and wear the normal PE school uniform.  This is 
not an examination subject and therefore no formal qualifications will be gained at the end.  However, 
students’ progress in PE will still be monitored using the same assessment criteria as in Key Stage 3.
This course is seen as a necessary part of maintaining a healthy lifestyle.  We would hope that students take 
away positive experiences from Core PE and continue to participate in sport during their time in the Sixth 
Form and when they leave school.
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Options Subjects and Guidance
Students are asked to opt for four subjects in addition to their Core Curriculum.  We have learnt a lot by 
listening to what previous students have said to us and we have looked closely at how well they have done 
on their chosen courses.  Therefore, we guide students along a pathway we consider most appropriate for 
them to maximise outcomes.

Pathways
The Department for Education (DfE) measures schools on the percentage of students who opt for a 
combination of subjects called the ‘English Baccalaureate’ and publishes this information in national 
performance tables.  This is a combination of subjects, not a separate qualification.  These ‘English 
Baccalaureate’ (or ‘EBacc’) subjects comprise English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities (Geography and/or 
History) and a Modern Foreign Language.  

We believe that this combination is right for some students but not all and so will guide students who we 
believe have clear potential to do well in each of these subject areas (i.e. is likely to achieve a GCSE grade 6 or 
above in each) to select a Humanity and a Language.  Those who are not guided to choose a Humanity 
subject and a Language will be required to select either a Humanity or a Language or a third science (either 
Separate Science or Computer Science).  

Therefore, your child’s option form will show which pathway they should follow:

Traditional EBacc Pathway: (English, Maths, Science plus a Humanity and a Language, plus two free option 
choices)
Standard Pathway: (English, Maths, Science, plus either a Humanity or Language, or a third Science – 
Computer Science or Separate Science, plus three option choices)

Students who are not guided onto the ‘Traditional EBacc Pathway’ may still opt for the subjects that 
comprise this combination of subjects if they wish to.

Students who are guided onto the ‘Traditonal Ebacc Pathway’ may still opt for the Standard Pathway if they 
wish to.

Instructions on how to complete the options form can be found on Page 6. 

Option Subjects
Students can choose from the list of subjects below:

GCSE Art and Design 
GCSE Business Studies or
Business and Enterprise Technical Award**                                                               

GCSE Computer Science*
GCSE Drama
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE 

Film Studies
GCSE French*

GCSE Geography*
BTEC First Award in Travel and Tourism 
BTEC Health & Social Care***
GCSE German*
GCSE History*
GCSE Physical Education or
BTEC First Award in Sport**

GCSE Design Technology**^ 
GCSE Religious Studies
GCSE Sociology
GCSE Separate Science* (by 
invitation only)
GCSE Music or 
BTEC Music**
OCR Cambridge Nationals in IT*'English Baccalaureate' Subjects

**Staff of that subject area will confirm which of these courses are most appropriate and will run.

*** NEW. This course will run if student demand and staffing allows. Students should select this as an option if they are interested but must be 
aware that their reserve choice may be used if there are not adequate student numbers to allow this course to run.

^ Students wishing to take Design Technology should indicate an order of preference between ‘Product Design’ & ‘Textiles’ however depending 
on student numbers only 1 group may run so please ensure you have a suitable reserve choice.4



Further Guidance Principles: 
* Where a student has a particular interest or talent,
taking two choices from an area would make sense for
them.  For example, taking Drama and Music, if they
have a particular interest in performing or Food
Technology and Product Design if they are more suited
to practical subjects.

* Choose a combination of subjects which allows for
progression onto a variety of further education courses
and/or employment.

* If your child has a clear career aspiration, they
should seek advice to ensure that their choices
will help them to achieve their goal. Our school
careers adviser, Liz Duckworth, will be available
during the evening to help with this.

* Where a student is unsure whether they
would be more suitable for a GCSE course or
vocational route (BTEC/ V-Cert), please talk to
subject staff to get advice.

 On what basis would the College question 
my child’s choices?

* Some optional subjects, such as Music, PE and
Computing, also have specific requirements that
must be met if a student is to take the subject.
Staff from these departments will be able to
explain these to you.

* We may challenge choices when we feel that
they will not best serve the ability of the
student.  This might mean challenging students
who we feel are ‘under-aspiring.’  Equally, we
would not want to see a student embark upon a
programme of study which they have little
chance of success or enjoyment in.

 What happens next?

During the information evening you have the chance to meet subject representatives and to find out about 
the courses on offer.  You will have recently received information about your child’s progress in all subjects 
and were invited to a parents’ consultation evening.  This was timed to provide students and parents/carers 
with up to date feedback about their performance, which may help to finalise choices.

You will be given an options form to be completed, signed and returned to the College by 12 February 2020.  
In most cases, students will then be assigned to their chosen courses. However, if it is thought necessary, 
the College will contact parents/carers to arrange further discussions. Late forms will be allocated in the 
same way, but where a subject is already over-subscribed with suitable students, the student may be asked 
to make a new selection.  It is possible that some popular options may be oversubscribed. Where this occurs, 
we will apply our best guidance principles to select the students who are best suited to the course, but 
where all other criteria are equal, it may be necessary to assign places to those students who returned their 
forms first. For this reason all returned forms will be date stamped. Whilst we will do all we can to ensure as 
many students as possible fit into the timetable, there may be times where this is not possible. Where this is 
the case, we will use the ‘Reserve’ choice. 

If you do not hear from us, assume everything is fine and the options have slotted together nicely.
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What if my child changes their mind?

We would like students to think very carefully about their choices before they are finalised and would 
anticipate that the vast majority of students will be happy to start their chosen GCSE or equivalent courses 
in September. However, where circumstances change or there is a sound reason for a reselection, we 
would allow that to happen before the end of Year 9, provided that there are still spaces available in the 
chosen subject.

Once the new academic year begins, option changes will not happen. 

Whilst care has been taken to ensure that the information in this booklet is as accurate as possible, details 
may be subject to change during the year, as a result of decisions made either by individual awarding 
bodies or by the Government. The ability to run a particular option subject is also subject to staffing 
availability and viable numbers of students opting for it.

For further information, advice and guidance students should speak to their Form Tutor, 
Subject Teachers, Head of House or a member of the Senior Leadership Team.

How to fill in the options form
*Where subjects are listed, tick one box to indicate which subject you wish to choose from that list.

*Where a blank space is available, write the subject in that you wish to study (you may choose a subject
that you did not tick in a previous box)

*Write in a Reserve Choice as we may need to use it if your subject combinations do not fit onto the
timetable

*Fill in the reverse side whether or not you can speak another language other than English
*Make sure you have checked the ‘Restrictions’ below

*Sign the form
*Get a parent/carer to sign the form

*Get your Form Tutor to check the form and to sign it also
*Hand the form in to your Form Tutor by February 12th

Restrictions
You cannot choose BTEC Sport and GCSE PE together.

You cannot choose Business Studies GCSE and BTEC Business and Enterprise together. You may 
only choose Separate Science if you are invited to do so.

You cannot do Textiles and Product Design together.
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Name of Subject 

Mathematics (AQA) 

Accreditation 

GCSE 

Assessments 

100% written examinations taken at the end of Year 11. 

This consists of three written papers each of equal weighting (80 marks), one non-calculator and 
two using a calculator.  

Foundation tier papers last 1 hour 30 minutes each. 
Higher tier papers last 1 hour 30 minutes each. 

Course Content 

Candidates for this qualification will be entered in one of two tiers. The grades available for 
each tier are as follows: 

Foundation tier: 
Higher tier:  

Grades 1 to 5 
Grades 4 to 9 

As a guide, students with a Minimum Expected Grade of 5 and above will be studying the higher 
tier. The final decision will be made by the Department. However, there will be opportunity for 
students to transfer between programmes of study during Year 10, with a final decision on the tier 
of entry being made by the January of Year 11. 

This is a new specification that has been designed to enable students to: 

1. Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts.
2. Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems.
3. Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions.
4. Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms

appropriate to the information and context.

The specification for this course builds on the content, knowledge and skills developed in the Key 
Stage 3 programme of study for Mathematics, as defined by the National Curriculum. 

The course will be taught in modules over the three years and assessed internally through module 
tests. Students will be given equivalent GCSE grades, so that they can monitor their own 
performance over the three years of study.  

The assessment objectives and weightings are as follows: 

40-50%
25-30%

AO1: Use and apply standard techniques      
AO2: Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically     
AO3: Solve problems within mathematics and in other contexts    25-30%

Progression Routes 

Mathematics can lead to further study at A Level and supports a range of vocational and 
specialised qualifications in Key Stage 5.  Mathematics is a key skill in everyday life, both 
personal and work related. Mathematics is a requirement of entry for the majority of higher 
education courses and is considered to be an essential skill by all employers.  



Name of Subject 
English Language (AQA) 

Accreditation 
GCSE 

Assessments 

Explorations in creative reading and writing 

The aim of this paper is to engage students in a creative text and inspire them to write creatively 
themselves by: 

In Section A, reading a literature fiction text in order to consider how established writers use 
narrative, descriptive and structural techniques to capture the interest of readers. 

In Section B, writing their own creative text, inspired by the topic that they have responded to in 
Section A to demonstrate their narrative, descriptive and structural skills in response to a written 
prompt, scenario or visual image. 

Section A will be allocated 40 marks, and Section B will be allocated 40 marks to give an equal 
weighting to the reading and writing tasks. 

Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 

The aim of this paper is to develop students’ insights into how writers have particular viewpoints 
and perspectives on issues or themes that are important to the way we think and live our lives. It 
will encourage students to demonstrate their skills by: 

• In Section A, reading two linked sources from different time periods and genres in order to
consider how each presents a perspective or viewpoint to influence the reader.

• In Section B, producing a written text to a specified audience, purpose and form in which they
give their own perspective on the theme that has been introduced to them in Section A.

• Section A will be allocated 40 marks, and section B will be allocated 40 marks to give an equal
weighting to the reading and writing tasks.

Non-exam assessment 

The aim of the assessment is to allow students to demonstrate their speaking and listening skills by: 

Giving a presentation in a formal context. 

Responding appropriately to questions and to feedback, asking questions themselves to elicit 
clarification. 

Using spoken Standard English. 



Course Content 

Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

The source for the reading questions will be a literature fiction text. It will be drawn from either the 
20th or 21st century. Its genre will be prose fiction. It will include extracts from novels and short 
stories and focus on openings, endings, narrative perspectives and points of view, narrative or 
descriptive passages, character, atmospheric descriptions and other appropriate narrative and 
descriptive approaches.  

As a stimulus for students’ own writing, there will be a choice of scenario, written prompt or visual 
image that is related to the topic of the reading text in section A. The scenario sets out a context for 
writing with a designated audience, purpose and form that will differ to those specified on Paper 2. 

Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives 

The sources for the reading questions will be non-fiction and literary non-fiction texts. They will be 
drawn from the 19th century and either the 20th or 21st century, depending on the time period 
assessed in Paper 1 in each particular series. The combination selected will always provide students 
with an opportunity to consider viewpoints and perspectives over time. Choice of genre will include 
high quality journalism, articles, reports, essays, travel writing, accounts, sketches, letters, diaries, 
autobiography and biographical passages or other appropriate non-fiction and literary non-fiction 
forms. 

In Section B, there will be a single writing task related to the theme of Section A. It will specify 
audience, purpose and form, and will use a range of opinions, statements and writing scenarios to 
provoke a response. 

Non-exam assessment 

Students will base their presentations on a theme or topic chosen by their teacher with guidance from 
the examination board. Presentations will be on a formal basis and students will need to respond to 
questions and feedback from the audience. In the assessed piece, students will be required to use 
spoken Standard English as appropriate. 

 Progression Routes 

Obtaining a higher level pass in English Language is needed to progress on to a significant number of 
post-16 courses. The skills acquired in the English Language GCSE are ones that can be utilised in a 
large range of future careers. 



Name of Subject 
English Literature (AQA) 

Accreditation 

GCSE 

Assessments: 

Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 

• written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
• 64 marks
• 40% of GCSE

Modern texts and poetry (including unseen poetry) 

• written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes
• 96 marks
• 60% of GCSE

Course Content 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th-century novel 

Students will study a Shakespeare text and a 19th century novel. They will work towards exams at the 
end of Year 11. 

Students will answer one question on the Shakespeare play studied. They will be required to write in 
detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole. 

Students will also answer one question on the 19th century novel – they will study the whole novel. 
They will be required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to 
write about the novel as a whole. 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (including unseen poetry) 

Students will study a modern text and will be expected to answer one essay question from a choice 
of two on that text, which might be prose or drama. 

Students will also answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper and 
one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster. 

Students will also study unseen poetry and will be expected to answer one question on one unseen 
poem and one question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem. 

Please note that the texts your child will study will depend on their group and ability. All students 
will not study the same texts. 

 Progression Routes 

All students study GCSE Literature. Students wishing to study English Literature at A-Level will be 
expected to achieve a higher level pass. 



Name of Subject 

Combined Science (AQA) 

Accreditation 

GCSE x two 

Assessments 

Students will be assessed over a series of exams totalling seven hours. We follow the AQA: Trilogy 
specification for Combined Science. 

There is no separate coursework, however practical skills are assessed within the exam papers. 

All students who do not select separate sciences as an option will automatically be choosing to do 
this course. 

Course Content 

It is likely that students will have separate teachers for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

The content is largely controlled by the Government’s programme of study and will include the 
following regardless of which specification we choose for the students: 

Biology: 

Cellular biology 
Diseases and infection 
Bioenergetics 
Homeostasis 
Inheritance and variation 
Ecology 

Chemistry: 

Atoms and bonding 
Chemical changes, rates of reaction 
Organic chemistry 
Analytical chemistry 
Chemicals of the atmosphere 

Physics: 

Energy 
Electricity 
Particles 
Forces 
Waves 
Magnetism and electromagnetism 

Progression Routes 

This course emphasises the knowledge and understanding which students need to engage with 
science-based issues. The scientific concepts covered provide a good footing for future scientific 
study as well as preparing students for engaging with scientific ideas through their lives. 



Name of Subject 
Separate Sciences (AQA) 

Accreditation 
GCSE Biology GCSE Physics GCSE Chemistry 

Assessments 

Students will be assessed over a series of exams totalling 10½ hours (3½ hours per science). We 
follow the AQA specification for all three sciences. 

There is no separate coursework, however practical skills are assessed within the exam papers. 
In order to choose separate science, you should currently be performing at a Level 4 or better. 
Please speak to Ms Rich or Mr Musson about the suitability of this course prior to selecting it as your 
option. 

Course Content 

Students will have separate teachers for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

The content is largely controlled by the Government’s programme of study and will include the 
following, regardless of which specification we choose for the students: 

Biology: 

Cellular biology 
Diseases and infection 
Bioenergetics 
Homeostasis 
Inheritance and variation 
Ecology 

Chemistry: 

Atoms and bonding 
Chemical changes, rates of reaction 
Organic chemistry 
Analytical chemistry 
Chemicals of the atmosphere 

Physics: 

Energy 
Electricity 
Particles 
Forces 
Waves 
Magnetism and electromagnetism 
Space 

Progression Routes 

This course emphasises the knowledge and understanding which candidates need to engage with 
science-based issues. The scientific concepts covered provide a good footing for future scientific 
study, as well as preparing students for engaging with scientific ideas through their lives. 



Options Subjects 

2020-2022 



Name of Subject 
Art and Design (Eduqas) 

Accreditation 
GCSE 

Assessments 

Personal Portfolio (60%)  
This is developed during the two years of the GCSE. Students are introduced to a variety of different 
skills and are encouraged to explore, investigate and develop their own personal ideas in response to 
themes. 

Exam (40%) 
The practical exam takes place at the end of Year 11. Students respond to an exam title and have 
several weeks to develop preparatory work, drawings, research and ideas, which they can discuss with 
their teacher during lessons before the final exam. 

Course Content 

Year 10 

• Students will learn how to explore and use new media and techniques, such as ink drawing and
painting, lino printing, mixed-media, clay and sculpture materials, textiles, photography etc.

• Students will develop art work based on themes being studied and be encouraged to understand
how artists’ work can be used to help them develop their own work.

• Students will develop their art work, based on their own personal interests, using their
imagination and expressing their ideas visually.

Year 11 

• Students will focus on developing a personal response to a previous exam title. This enables them
to approach the theme objectively or interpretively (imaginatively) choosing the materials and
techniques of their choice and enabling them to show more personal meaning and expression in
their work where they can communicate feelings in their own mature style.

• In the final months of the course they will concentrate on their preparatory work towards the
exam title.

Lunchtime Club and gallery visits support students’ coursework development. 

Students need to have enthusiasm for the subject and enjoy using their imagination to develop 
personal ideas. 

They should recognise the enjoyment they can have through their own work and realise that it 
requires effort and reflection to develop artwork that is personally rewarding. 

Progression Routes 

GCSE Art can lead to further study at A Level or equivalent and a range of vocational and specialised 
qualifications, such as BTEC National Diplomas.  

Art and Design may be particularly useful to students considering careers in creative industries. 



Name of Subject 

Business Studies (AQA) 

Accreditation 

GCSE 

Assessments 

Unit 1 Examination worth 50% 
Unit 2 Examination worth 50% 

Course Content 

Business Studies provides and exciting opportunity to investigate and understand how real life 
businesses operate within a modern and competitive context. Within this subject pupils will learn an 
array of skills including the ability to analyse real business situations and determine their success or 
failure based upon facts and figures provided within the case studies they are presented. They will also 
make judgements and recommendations based upon these scenarios using their business acumen they 
have developed throughout the syllabus.  

Students also have the opportunity to visit real life businesses and engage with employers to support 
their understanding of how the business operates and remains competitive within the real world. 
Previous trips have included Jaguar Land Rover and Alton Towers.  

We offer two courses at GCSE, which includes the traditional examination style qualification that is 
assessed at the end of the qualification and graded 1-9. We also offer a vocational qualification that 
consists of a combination of examination and coursework based assessments, this qualification is 
assessed throughout the course with an external examiner who visits the College at the end of the 
syllabus.  

Your child will learn a number of skills whilst studying both courses.  Problem solving, critical thinking 
and communication are top of these. 

GCSE Course information and breakdown 

The examination will consist of two papers sat at the end of the course for GCSE which have an equal 
weighting of 50%. The examination are 1hr 45 and will cover all aspect of the syllabus which have been 
studied throughout the two years. Traditional grades apply which are now 1-9. 

GCSE: 

Year 10: 

• Business in the real world
• Influences on business
• Business operations
• Human resources

Year 11: 

• Business in the real world
• Influences on business
• Marketing
• Finance



Progression Routes: 

The course is ideal if you: 

• Want to learn about how the business world works via investigation and practical classroom
activities.

• Are interested in a career in the business world e.g. marketing, banking, retail, finance, IT,
stock-broking, law, etc.

• Are keen on developing your entrepreneurial skills with the intention of perhaps one day setting
up your own business.

• Want to develop your skills, knowledge and understanding for progression into the Sixth-Form.
Business Studies is a very popular subject choice at A-Level.

• Wish to have a broad spectrum of skills and apply them to the real world.



Name of Subject 
Business & Enterprise Technical Award Level 1/2 

Accreditation 
NCFE Level 2 Certificate - Equivalent to one GCSE 

Assessments 

40% Written Examination  consisting of a marketing case study and questions 
60% Coursework consisting of a variety of business units and subject topics 

This course is a practical, work-related course, which enables you to learn through completing projects and 
assignments that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands in local and national 
businesses.  The Level 2 qualification is widely recognised within the workplace, whereby students develop 
work-readiness skills and essential life skills, which are favourable to all employers.  

Course Content 

The V-Cert vocational qualification also offered at Hampton College allows students a more practical 
approach to their studies in which coursework is the focus, 60% compared with a 40% examination. This 
qualification lends itself to students who prefer coursework and will complete and independent 25hr 
controlled assessment within their final year of study. This will be an open book scenario and students can 
use an array of resources to complete the project based controlled assessment. The examination is 1hr 30 
and can be repeated after their first attempt in Year 10.  

This qualification is graded slightly different, but still accredited and understood by employers. 

A Pass within the syllabus is the equivalent of a 4-5 (C grade traditional) 
A Merit within the syllabus is the equivalent of a 6 (B grade traditional) 
A Distinction within the syllabus is the equivalent of a 7 (A grade traditional) 

V-Cert  ***to be confirmed due to government performance league tables

Year 10: 

Unit 1: Introduction to the Business Environment (40% examination) 
Unit 2: Applied Business synoptic unit (60% controlled assessment) 

Extra-Curricular 

We offer an array of extra-curricular activities in Business Studies including National Competitions such as 
Tycoons in schools, which was founded by Dragons Den star Peter Jones. Previously we have taken students 
to Buckingham Palace to meet Peter and the Duke of York as students at Hampton College have been 
finalists. 

There is also the opportunity to participate in a Student Investor National challenge, run by the London 
Institute of Banking and Finance. Students trade virtual money based upon the real stock exchange against 
other school across the country. There are many prizes for being enterprising, generating the most money 
and the risks they take including an all-expenses paid trip to New York. 

Progression Routes 

The course is ideal if you: 

• Want to learn about how the business world works and learn about real businesses.
• Are interested in a career in the business world e.g. marketing, banking, retail, finance, IT etc.
• Are keen on developing your practical entrepreneurial skills and want to start your own business.
• Want to develop your skills, knowledge and understanding for progression into the Sixth-Form.

Business Studies is a very popular subject choice at A-Level.



Name of Subject 

Computer Science 

Accreditation 

GCSE 
Assessments: 

Practical Assessment and 100% external examination 

Course Content 

Why choose GCSE Computer Science? 

A modern course for a modern world - this is a course that has real relevance in the 
contemporary world. Whilst you will no doubt already have some knowledge of computers and 
related areas, the course will give you an in-depth understanding of how computer technology 
works and a look at what goes on “behind the scenes”. As part of this, you will investigate 
computer programming, which many of us find fascinating. 

The fun of computing - through this study of computer programming, the course will help you 
develop critical-thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills. For many, it will be a fun and 
interesting way to develop these skills, which can be transferred to other subjects and applied in 
day-to-day life.  

Looking to the future - information technologies continue to have a growing importance. This 
means there will be a bigger demand for professionals who are qualified in this area.  

Content Overview Assessment Overview 

Computer Systems 

• Systems architecture
• Memory and storage
• Computer networks, connections and protocols
• Network security
• Systems software
• Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental impacts of

digital technology

1 hour and 30 
minutes 

Written paper 

50% of 
total GCSE 

Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming 

• Algorithms
• Programming fundamentals
• Producing robust programs
• Boolean logic
• Programming languages and Integrated Development

Environments

1 hour and 30 
minutes 

Written paper 

50% of 
total GCSE 

Progression Routes 

The course will make an excellent preparation for students who want to study or work in areas 
that rely on critical-thinking, analysis and problem-solving. Especially where they are applied to 
technical problems: for example in engineering, financial and resource management, science and 
medicine. Appropriate further education for those achieving a GCSE in Computing includes A 
Levels, BTEC Nationals and other Level 3 courses in IT and/or Computing. 



Name of Subject 
Design and Technology (Specialism Product Design or Textiles Based Materials) 

Accreditation 

GCSE 

Assessments 

50% two hour examination: 

• Section A –  Core technical principles
A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions

• Section B –  Specialist technical principles
Extended response to assess a more in depth knowledge of technical principles.

• Section C –  Designing and Making principles
Extended response questions including a design question.

50% 35 hour Controlled Assessment 

Course Content 

This qualification is linear, which means that students will sit their exams and submit all their non-exam 
assessment at the end of the course. 

All students have to study a breadth of technical knowledge, including the following: 
• New and emerging technologies
• Energy storage and generation
• Modern and smart materials
• Systems approach to designing
• Mechanical devices
• Materials and their working properties

In addition, all students should develop an in-depth knowledge and understanding of: 
• Selection of materials and components
• Forces and stresses
• Ecological and social footprint
• Scales of production
• Sources and origins
• Using and working with materials
• Stock form, types and sizes
• Specialist techniques
• Surface treatments and finishes

Controlled Assessment 

Students will be given a context set by the exam board. 

The folder and practical must demonstrate 35 hours work by the candidate. The student has to develop 
a design brief, research the design brief, draw their ideas, develop their design, make a prototype and 
evaluate the completed product. 

Progression Routes 
A GCSE in Design and Technology (specialism Product Design or Textiles Based Materials) will enable 
candidates to proceed to further qualifications, such as A Levels or vocational and specialist courses, or 
progress directly to employment.  Design and Technology may be particularly useful to students 
considering careers in all areas of design and manufacture for example; product design, architecture, 
fashion, jewellery design, model making.  The skills learnt whilst studying this GCSE would also be 
transferable to careers such as plumbing, electrical engineering and furniture restoration/carpentry. 



Name of Subject 
Drama (Edexcel) 

Accreditation 
GCSE 

Assessments 

The exam consists of three components: 
Component 1: Devising 
Component 2: Performance in Text 
Component 3: Theatre makers in Practice 

Course Content 

Component 1: Devising (40% - 10% of which is performance based) 

Pupils are placed into groups and are given a stimulus chosen by the school. Pupils then need to 
devise a play (performance, script, costume lighting and sound). The play needs to be relevant for a 
modern audience and involve theatrical styles, genres and techniques learnt within the course. Pupils 
perform the devised plays to an audience and are assessed by the leading teacher. 

Within the devising process a portfolio needs to be produced that documents the students’ thoughts 
and ideas. 

The portfolio submission recommendations are: 

• can be handwritten/typed evidence between 1500–2000 words
or

• can be recorded/verbal evidence between 8–10 minutes
or

• can be a combination of handwritten/typed evidence (between 750–1000 words)
and recorded/verbal evidence (between 4–5 minutes)

Component 2: Performance in Text (20%) 

Pupils take on the role of an actor and are directed by the teacher and/or each other to perform a 
monologue or duologue. During the component, pupils are grouped and have to act an extract from a 
published play. Both chosen texts are performed in front of an external examiner and live audience. 

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice: (40%) 

The component consists of completing an examination (1h 30 mins).  
Pupils will study a published play and also watch a live theatre production. Both plays will be 
analysed and evaluated in order to tackle the two areas of focus. 

There are two areas of focus: 

1. Study of one complete performance text
2. A live theatre evaluation

Progression Routes 

Obtaining a level 5 or above in Drama is valuable when applying for a significant number of post-16 
courses. The course is particularly useful for those students who wish to continue enhancing their 
technical, team building and performance skills. The course supports English Literature, Media, 
Psychology and History. The course develops reflection, analysis and evaluation skills. 



Name of Subject 
Film Studies (Educas) 

Accreditation 
GCSE 
Assessments 

The course comprises of two externally assessed examinations, making up 70% of the final grade and one 
non-exam (NEA) assessment making up 30% of the final grade. 

There are no tiers of assessment; all students will take the same exams. 

Course Content 

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of: 

• How films are constructed – through cinematography (camerawork and lighting), mise-en-
scene (how sets, locations, props and costume are used in film), editing and sound

• How films are organised into structures – genre (the different kinds of film) and narrative (how films
tell their stories)

• How films can be used – artistically (the aesthetic qualities of film) and as a way of communicating
ideas and issues (representation)

• How learners make sense of film through exploring a film's relevant contexts (social, cultural,
historical, political and institutional), through an awareness of key aspects of the history of film and
through specialist writing on film.

Key Developments in US film: 1hr 30mins – 35% of total GCSE 

Learners will study three US films for this component:  

• One comparative study of a pair of mainstream genre films (from a choice of five pairs). Each pair of
films includes one film produced between 1930 and 1960 and one film produced between 1961 and
1990

• One independently produced film, from a choice of five recent films.

Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Film Style: 1hr 30 mins – 35% of total GCSE 

Learners will be required to study three films from outside the US for this component: 

• One global English language film, from a choice of three, produced outside the US
• One global non-English language film, from a choice of three
• One UK film, from a choice of three, produced since 2010.

Production: Non-exam assessment – 30% of total GCSE 

The production may take the form of either a filmed extract from a genre film (2 minutes to 2½ minutes) 
or an extract from a screenplay for a genre film (800 to 1000 words).  

Progression Routes 

Whilst students taking Film Studies at GCSE may progress onto post-16 courses in media, film production 
or similar, GCSE Film Studies can also provide students with valuable skills which can be applied in most 
post-16 courses.  



Name of Subject 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Accreditation 

GCSE AQA Food Preparation and Nutrition (8585) 

(An alternative pathway is going to be considered) 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition. 

This GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course, which focuses on 
practical cooking skills, to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food 
provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on 
nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them a strong understanding of nutrition. 

The theory element of this course will include looking at five core topics: Food, Nutrition and Health; 
Food Science; Food Safety; Food Choice; and Food Provenance. These topics are covered over the two 
years of teaching and will be assessed through both the final exam and coursework elements of the 
course, all conducted within Year 11. The exam taken at the end of the two years is accountable for 50% of 
the overall grade and will last for 105 minutes and include multiple choice, short answer and longer 
answer questions.  

The practical element of the course will make up for 50% of the overall grade and will be assessed through two 
Non-Exam Assessments (NEA). The first NEA is through a Food Science investigation task, worth 15% overall. 
The student is to choose an externally set task (in the September of Year 11) in which they have to 
investigate ingredients and produce a 1500 – 2000 word report. The second NEA is through a Food 
Preparation task, worth 35% overall. The student will be choose an externally set task (in the November of 
Year 11) in which they will need to complete trial dishes to take forward to a three hour practical exam, 
in which they need to cook and present three separate dishes. Along with this, they will need to 
compile a 20 A4 page report, including photographic evidence.

 Progression Routes 

The GCSE Food Preparation offers progression into sixth form or college to study further Level 3 
courses within Food Technology and Food Science. This will then allow individuals to progress into the 
fields of health, nutrition, sports science, hospitality, catering, becoming a chef, food 
manufacturing and Food Technology at degree level. 

Food Technology is directly relevant to careers such as chef, food technologist, healthcare, social care, 
hospitality, catering, childcare, dietician, nutritionist and food manufacturing. 



Name of Subject 
Geography (AQA) 

Accreditation 
GCSE 
Assessments 

There are three exams, two are based on the material we learn in class (see below) – this is worth 
70% of the GCSE. The other exam is worth 30% and is about analysing geographical information and 
about collecting and using data collected through fieldwork. It is also based on an information 
booklet released to the school before the exam. 

Course Content 

This course focuses on geographical issues and the management of these issues. It aims to develop 
knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts and appreciate the relevance of these to our 
changing world. Students will develop their geographical skills and their problem solving skills. Map 
work, field work and the use of ICT, GIS and GPS equipment are an important part of this GCSE 
course. Within each unit, a variety of places around the world will be studied. There are six main 
units, three that are mainly Physical Geography, and three that are Human Geography: 

1. Natural Hazards
This unit looks at tectonic hazards (earthquakes and volcanoes) and climatic hazards (like
tropical storms) and the impact of climate change. It looks at the distribution of these hazards,
the causes, the effects and management of natural hazards.

2. The Living World
This unit will look at ecosystems around the world, focussing on the Tropical Rainforest and hot
environments and how plants, animals and people interact with those environments.

3. River and Coastal Landscapes in the UK
This unit will look at how river and coastal processes shape the landscape of the UK and how
those processes can impact upon people.

4. Urban Issues and Challenges
This unit looks at the growth of cities around the world and the challenges and opportunities
this may bring, focusing on London and Rio de Janeiro.

5. The Changing Economic World
This unit looks at development around the world. It looks at the jobs people do around the
world, why these vary and the impact that changing employment can have on a country. Our
focus in on the UK and Brazil.

6. The Challenge of Resource Management
This unit looks at the study of resources and how we use them, with a focus on energy.

Pro gression Routes 

The skills covered in Geography prepare a student for a variety of post 16 courses and 
employment. Geography would be useful for a student wishing to follow a career in: environmental 
management, teaching, town planning, surveying, any jobs in tourism, or jobs where you may be 
analysing data, interpreting information and using ICT. 



Name of Subject 

Health and Social Care 

Accreditation 

BTEC 

Assessments 

The Health & Social care course is a linear qualification taken over two years and consists of four 
main units of study. Assessment takes place throughout the course with assignment tasks for each 
unit graded with either a Pass, Merit or Distinction level. The specification is predominately 
coursework made up of three units which are Centre Assessed Tasks completed in class and 
externally moderated by a visiting moderator. There is an exam-based unit which will take place in 
the summer of Year 11. The exam is a one-hour exam focused on RO21 which contributes 25% of the 
marks. 

Course Content 

Health and Social Care is a course designed for those students who are looking at pursuing an 
interest or career in health and social care such as nursing, childcare or social care. The subject is 
predominantly coursework based. The topics covered will help to develop your knowledge of Health, 
first aid and wellbeing along with understanding of the different types of care settings with the job 
roles, the principles and values involved in this sector. 

• Understanding basic first aid procedures
• Understanding the body systems and disorders
• Written and evaluation skills
• Communication skills
• Core values of health & social care industry
• Measurements  and interpretation  of data

Learners will undertake four units, two of which are compulsory (RO21 & 22) and two optional. 

• R021 – Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings. This unit
introduces students to the core values and rights of individuals accessing health & social care
services. This unit will be externally assessed through an OCR examination

• R022 – Communication and working with individuals in health, social care and early years
settings. An introduction to a range of different communication methods and factors that
affect communication. This unit will be assessed through assignment tasks in class.

• R023 – Understand body systems and disorders.  Explore how the body systems work and
understand the disorders which can affect them and the measurements which can be taken.
This unit will be assessed through assignment tasks in class.

• R031 – Basic first aid- This enables students to know the basic first aid actions that should be
taken to ensure safety with accidents and injuries. This unit will be assessed through
assignment tasks in class.

Progression Routes 

Health & Social care study can lead to many possible career paths either in Health, Education or 
Social care, including careers such as: Health Visitor, Nursing, Sports Physiotherapist, Speech 
therapy,  Child Care, Health Care assistant, Social worker, Counsellor & Physiotherapy.



Name of Subject 
History 

Accreditation 
GCSE 

Assessments 

Three exams covering Crime and Punishment, Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, the Cold War and 
Weimar and Nazi Germany. All exams are sat at the end of Year 11 and the course is 100% exam 
assessment based. 

Course Content 

Thematic Study: Crime and Punishment in Britain (30% of final grade) 
Students learn about the continuities and changes in the history of crime and punishment. The 
course ranges from the Medieval period to the present day. 

The unit focuses on a list of key questions: 
• What different types of crime were committed in different periods?
• How has the nature of punishment changed over the period?
• Who determined the laws and punishments?
• How have ideas about the nature of crime, the causes of crime and the nature of punishment

changed?
• How effective were law enforcement and punishments in preventing crime?

British Depth Study: Early Elizabethan England (20% of final grade) 
This topic largely focuses on the early reign of Elizabeth. This unit covers government and religion in 
Elizabethan England. Students will also look challenges to Elizabeth; plots, revolts at home and 
abroad and also rivalry, war and the Spanish Armada. Students also study Elizabethan society. This 
cover looks at leisure and the impact of exploration and the role it played during the reign of 
Elizabeth.  

Period Study: Superpower Relations and the Cold War - 1941–91 (20% of final grade) 
This unit gives pupils the opportunity to investigate the origins, events and outcomes of the Cold 
War. Students will focus on the causes of increasing tensions between East and West and the 
development and intensification of the Cold War, before focusing on particular flashpoints such as 
the Prague Spring, construction of the Berlin Wall and the Cuban Missile Crisis. The impact and 
influence of key individuals with regard to both increasing and limiting tensions is also a key focus. 

Modern Depth Study: Weimar and Nazi Germany - 1918–39 (30% of final grade) 
This topic focuses on the causes of Hitler’s rise to power and its impact in Germany during the 
period 1918-1945.  Students learn about the developments and conditions of Weimar Germany in 
order to understand the reasons why the Nazis gained power. They study the reactions of individual 
people and groups to developments within Germany and learn about a variety of aspects of life in 
Germany under Nazi rule, including youth groups, propaganda, terror and the Holocaust. 

 Progression Routes 

GCSE History can lead to further study at A-Level and university.  It also provides the skills for a 
range of academic, vocational and specialised qualifications.  History may be particularly useful to 
students considering careers in law, journalism, media, education, the voluntary sector, politics, 
librarianship, business and academia. A GCSE in History demonstrates that you can justify your ideas 
and opinions using evidence, as well as considering the views of others. 



Name of Subject 

ICT 
Accreditation 

OCR Cambridge National Certificate in ICT (equivalent to one GCSE) 

Assessments 

50% coursework assessment and 50% external examination 
Course Content 

Introduction 
From personal computers to smartphones, from apps to websites, all of our lives, every day, are enhanced 
through the use of ICT. ICT skills are essential for success in employment and higher education and are 
among the fundamental transferable skills required by employers. The Cambridge OCR Nationals in ICT 
reflect this and will provide students with a solid foundation in understanding and applying this subject.  

Cambridge Nationals consists of: 
This qualification is about applying understanding and skills to utilise technologies to select data, 
manipulate, store, analyse and present it as information and follow a project life cycle to structure how 
it’s done. 

Within the course, students will develop knowledge of and demonstrate the following skills: 

Project Life 
Cycle Phase 

Understand Skills Required 

Initiate and plan LO1 Understand the tools and 
techniques that can be used 
to initiate and plan solutions. 

LO2 To be able to initiate and plan 
a solution to meet an identified 
need. 

Execute LO3 

LO4 

Understand how data and 
information can be collected, 
stored and used. 

Understand the factors to be 
considered when collecting 
and processing data and 
storing data/information. 

LO5 To be able to import and 
manipulate data to develop a 
solution to meet an identified 
need. 

Communicate LO6 Understand the different 
methods of processing data 
and presenting information. 

LO7 To be able to select and 
present information in the 
development of the solution to 
meet an identified need 

Evaluation 
(Iterative review 

and final 
evaluation) 

LO8 To be able to repeatedly 
review and evaluate the 
development of the solution. 

External Assessment Internal Assessment 
Understanding will be directly assessed 
through an exam. Questions will test 
knowledge and understanding and the 
ability to apply understanding and 
draw on the experience gained from 
developing the skills. 

Skills will be directly assessed through 
an OCR-set assignment. Work will be 
judged against marking criteria that 
will measure how effectively skills, 
knowledge and understanding are 
used to complete a project. 

All work is based on a scenario set by the exam board and students build a portfolio of evidence to show 
their work. Students must expect to work to strict deadlines. Up-to-date, professional standard software 
will be used to deliver the units. 

The qualification is equivalent to 1 GCSE at A* - F grades. The qualification results are Level 2 Distinction 
(A), Merit (B), Pass (C) and Level 1 Distinction (D), Merit (E), Pass (F). 



Progression Routes 
Industry standard software is used throughout, giving a firm base for future development, either in 
employment or for further study. Appropriate further education for those achieving an OCR Cambridge 
National Certificate in ICT includes GCEs, BTEC Nationals and other Level 3 ICT related courses. 



Name of Subject 

Modern Foreign Languages: French or German (AQA) 

Accreditation 
GCSE 

Assessments 

This qualification is linear which means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the 
course. GCSE French and German have a Foundation Tier (Grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (Grades 
4–9). Students must take all four question papers at the same tier, with each paper accounting 
for 25% of the overall mark. 

Paper 1: Listening 

Section A - questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally 
Section B – questions in target language, to be answered in language or non-verbally 

Paper 2: Speaking 

Role-play   – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 2 minutes at Higher Tier) 
Photo card   – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 3 minutes at Higher Tier) 
General conversation - 30 marks (3–5 minutes at Foundation Tier; 5–7 minutes at Higher Tier) 

Paper 3: Reading 

Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally
Section B – questions in target language, to be answered in language or non-verbally
Section C – translation from target language into English

Paper 4: Writing 

Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 

Foundation Tier 

Question 1 – message (student produces four sentences in response to a photo) – 8 marks 
Question 2 – short passage (student writes a piece of continuous text in response to four brief 

bullet points, approximately 40 words in total) – 16 marks 
Question 3 – translation from English into French (minimum 35 words) – 10 marks 
Question 4 – structured writing task (student responds to four compulsory detailed bullet 

points, producing approximately 90 words in total) – there is a choice from two 
questions – 16 marks 

Higher Tier 

Question 1 – structured writing task (student responds to four compulsory detailed bullet 
points, producing approximately 90 words in total) – there is a choice from two 
questions – 16 marks 

Question 2 – open-ended writing task (student responds to two compulsory detailed bullet 
points, producing approximately 150 words in total) – there is a choice from two 
questions – 32 marks 

Question 3 – translation from English into French (minimum 50 words) – 12 marks 



Course Content and detail 

Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 

Theme 1: Identity and culture 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

Progression Routes 

Studying a language at GCSE you will acquire many skills that are highly valued by universities 
and employers, such as: good all-round communication skills, accuracy, creative thinking, using 
de-coding and problem-solving strategies, research skills, ICT and inter cultural awareness.  

Taking a GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language means you will: 

• have much more fun when travelling to countries where the language is spoken;
• add an extra dimension to your personal skills profile which will impress anyone who reads

your CV;
• be in a stronger position to get a job in companies in the UK with international links or to

work abroad; and
• be able to study AS and A2 courses in that language.

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_1_Identity_and_culture_1_1_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_2_Local_national_international_and_global_areas_of_interest_1_1_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/subject-content/themes#id-Theme_3_Current_and_future_study_and_employment_1_1_3


Name of Subject 

Music 

Accreditation 

Edexcel GCSE in Music* BTEC Level 2 – First Award in Music* 

Assessments 
Solo Performance (internal) 
Ensemble Performance (internal) 
Two Compositions (internal and external) 
1h 45min examination (external) 

Music Performance (internal) 
Music Composition (internal) 
Managing a Music Product (external) 
The Music Industry (external) 

Course Content 

Key Stage 4 music gives you the opportunity to work on the three stands of music; performing, 
composing and listening. You must be able to perform on your own as a soloist and as part of a 
group and will required to do so on several occasions throughout the 2-year course. 
 
It is crucial that you take part in an extra-curricular activities in the music department should you 
opt for music at Key Stage 4. Not only will this help you develop your skills in being part of an 
ensemble, but will also give you the opportunity to start thinking about writing your own music. 
You should also be having regular instrumental or vocal lessons to support your solo 
performance elements. 
What will I learn? (GCSE) 
 
You will develop your skills as a performer 
and a composer by exploring a range of 
styles of music. You will learn to perform 
on your own and with others. You will 
learn how to use music technology to 
enhance your composition skills. You will 
also learn about specific pieces of music 
(set works) as well as the history of music. 

What will I learn? (BTEC) 
 
You will learn how to improve your performing skills 
and how to work with others as a musician in 
different settings. You will learn how to organise 
your time efficiently as a musician, along with 
learning about different styles of music, the music 
industry and how to organise your own events. 

How will I be assessed? (GCSE) 
 
You will produce two performances (one 
solo, one ensemble) and two compositions 
that will be sent to the exam board. You 
will also sit a 1h 45min exam at the end of 
year 11. 

How will I be assessed? (BTEC) 
 
There will be several pieces of coursework to 
complete that will be assessed by your teachers. 
Some of your work will be sent to the exam board 
to be marked as well. 
 

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course? 
 
You have already gained many of the basic skills required for this course in your music lessons 
over the last three years at secondary school.  You have been introduced to creating music of 
your own and this is developed in both the BTEC and GCSE course.  
 
To take this course, you must be able to play one instrument or sing and we strongly 
recommend that you are having regular lessons in this. 
 
Progression Routes 

If you enjoy Key Stage 4 Music, then you can consider pursuing this subject at Level 3 (A Level or 
BTEC level 3). Your listening skills will enhance the aural perception needed at post-16 studies. 
Your performing skills will give you confidence in playing to an audience – useful if you intend to 
pursue, for example, drama or law. In addition, you might wish to study Performing Arts, or 
Drama at post-16 level too. 
*please note the decision of which course will run will be made by the staff delivering the course and based on 
choosing the appropriate learning style for the students interested in studying music. 

 



Name of Subject 

Physical Education 

Accreditation and additional notes 

For students wishing to take a PE option from September 2020 they will need to choose, in 
the first instance, the Physical Education option. Once the number of students and the make-
up of the cohort has been determined, a decision will then be made by the PE Department 
about the most suitable pathway for each student to study. This process will help all students 
studying PE to access the highest grades possible in an assessment format that suits their learning 
needs. 

The pathways that will be considered will come from those listed below: 

AQA GCSE Physical Education (2582) 

Or 

Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Sport 

More information about the course content for each pathway to be considered 

What is a BTEC? 

BTECs are vocationally related qualifications, where learners develop knowledge and 
understanding by applying their learning and skills in a work-related context.  They engage 
learners in taking responsibility for their own learning and develop essential work-related skills, 
such as working to deadlines and presenting information. 

How are BTECs assessed? 

Each BTEC is made up of units. The students will study four units. Three of these are 
mandatory and set by the exam board and one of them is an optional unit that is chosen 
by the PE department. The assessment process for each unit will either be through internal 
assessment (projects/tasks that relate directly to the specified criteria for the content of the unit) 
or external assessment (exams and externally marked work). Results are graded as a Pass, 
a Merit or Distinction. 

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Sport is an updated qualification specifically designed 
for 14-16 year olds in schools. This is a similar course to those delivered at Hampton College in the 
past and the way that the course is designed and delivered has changed little. Students will still study 
four units of work (Units 1, 2 and 3 are mandatory and unit 6 is chosen as our optional unit). All units 
are delivered over 30 guided learning hours and are equally weighted.

Unit 1: Fitness for Sport and Exercise (assessed through a one hour online examination)

Unit 2: Practical Sports Performance (skills performance and analysis)

Unit 3: Training for Personal Fitness (planning, performance and evaluation of a training plan)

Unit 6: Leading Sports Activities (assessed through the planning, leading and evaluation of        
coaching sessions in a chosen activity).



What is GCSE PE? 

GCSE PE is an exam based subject that combines the theoretical components related to 
performance in sport, with the practical skills or coaching ability required to be successful in 
three different areas of activity.  

The teaching of the course will be split between classroom based work and some practical 
performance in three internally assessed sports. The emphasis in terms of practical assessment will 
be geared towards collecting video evidence of externally assessed sports that students take part in 
for local, district or county, clubs or groups. 

The theory element of the course will cover the following topics over two years of teaching: Applied 
Anatomy and Physiology, Movement Analysis, Physical Training, Use of Data, Sports Psychology, 
Socio-cultural Influences and Health, Fitness and Well-being. The assessment of these areas will be 
through two exam papers at the end of Year 11, lasting 90 minutes each and will make up a total of 
60% of the final mark (multiple choice, short answers, and essay style 

The practical element of the course will make up the other 40% and will be assessed through a 
combination of on-site teaching and performance and off-site practical performance, where 
students are asked to keep a video log that is linked to set criteria as either a performer or coach. 
(A list of the sports available for assessment can be gained from the PE Department on request.) 
Part A of the assessment will focus on performance or coaching in isolated drills and the Part B will 
focus on performance or coaching in fully competitive situations. A Piece of written coursework will 
also need to be completed at the start of Year 11 and forms part of the Non examined assessment 
(NEA). 

Things to consider for both courses: 

To be considered suitable to study either of the PE options at KS4, you must have a keen interest in 
sports performance, leadership and coaching. You must be ready to study the theoretical 
components in a classroom based environment and take part in two sports in fully competitive 
situations / full contexts, outside of school as part of an organised group, team or club. 

Progression Routes 

Further studies could include A-Levels in Sport and Exercise or a BTEC Level 3 A-Level equivalent. 



Name of Subject 
Religious Studies (AQA Specification A) 

Accreditation 

GCSE 

Assessments 

Two exams at the end of Year 11. Each exam is worth 50% of the final grade. Each exam will be 1 
hour and 45 minutes. 

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices 
Component 2: Thematic studies 

Course Content 

This GCSE provides a more modern approach to studying topics related to Christianity and Islam. 
Students will look at issues that face us all in society today. All students will be encouraged to 
practice and develop their skills in interpreting and evaluating pieces of information, 
communicating and applying your knowledge and in problem solving. 

Students will also have many opportunities to contribute to class debates, where a variety of views 
will be considered and respected. Below is an overview of the themes and issues students will study 
in class as part of the course. 

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices 

Through the religion of Christianity students will study: 

The nature of God, different Christian beliefs about the creation of the world and beliefs about the 
afterlife. Students will also be required to study beliefs and teachings on Jesus and the afterlife. 
Students will also need to be aware of worship, prayer, pilgrimage and the sacraments and their 
role within the Christian faith. Students will then examine the role of the church in the local and 
worldwide community. 

Through the religion of Islam students will study: 

Key beliefs for Sunni Islam and Shi’a Islam, including key similarities and differences. Students will 
also appreciate Islamic beliefs on the oneness of God and God’s relationship with the world. Study 
will become aware of different sources of authority for Muslims and the imamate in Shi’a Islam. 
Students will also cover worship, duties and festivals within the Islamic faith. 

Component 2: Thematic studies  
Students will study religious teachings, and religious, philosophical and ethical arguments, relating 
to the issues given below and their impact and influence in the modern world. They should be aware 
of contrasting perspectives in contemporary British society on all of these issues. 

Theme 1 Relationships and families: Sex, marriage and divorce, Families and gender equality 
Theme 2 Religion and life: The origins and value of the universe, The origins and value of 

human life including euthanasia and abortion. 
Theme 3 Religion, crime and punishment: Religion, crime and the causes of crime, Religion 

and punishment including the use of the death penalty and forgiveness 
Theme 4 Religion, human rights and social justice: human rights, prejudice and discrimination 

including attitudes towards women and homosexuals, wealth and poverty and charity. 

Progression Routes 
The course is an excellent basis for moving on to A-levels in the Philosophy and Ethics areas of 
Religious Studies. It could also take you towards a variety of careers, including working in the 
Police, in law or as a counsellor, social worker, nurse, youth worker, journalist or teacher. If you 
are considering a career where you will work with a diverse range of people, then this course will be 
very beneficial.  



Name of Subject 

Sociology (AQA) 

Accreditation 

GCSE 

Assessments 

50% 1 hr 45 min examination: 

Paper 1: 
Section A The Sociology of Families 
Section B      The Sociology of Education 
Section C      Theory and Methods  

50% 1 hr 45 min examination: 

Paper 2: 
Section A     The Sociology of Crime and Deviance 
Section B      The Sociology of Social Stratification 
Section C      Theory and Methods  

Course Content 

This qualification is linear, which means that students will sit their exams at the end of the course. 

The Sociology of Families 
Students will learn about the role of the family in modern society including research on the division 
of labour in the household and reasons for the increase in divorce. 

The Sociology of Education 
Students will explore what the purpose of the education system is today. They will find out what 
sociologists have researched regarding why certain social groups are not performing as they could 
be, for example anti-school subculture and teacher labelling. 

Theory and Methods 
This topic is covered in Year 10 and 11, covering broad details of key theories such as functionalism, 
Marxism and feminism. The topic is linked directly to issues such as crime. Students will discuss 
which research methods are best suited to studying such issues, e.g. the use of official statistics for 
measuring crime. 

The Sociology of Crime and Deviance 
This topic covers reasons for crime, how crime is policed and what should happen to criminals. For 
example, is prison effective in its current form? 

The Sociology of Social Stratification 
This topic looks at how a person’s social class can influence their life chances. It explores 
sociological theory for why there is inequality when it comes to health and education. 

Progression Routes 

This course emphasises the knowledge and understanding, which candidates need to engage with 
social science based A Level courses. Students learn about key theories that social science subjects 
focus on for A Level and undergraduate study. Students learn to apply theory and to analyse data 
from research. A key component of this course is evaluation; students will be evaluating theory and 
research from the start, this is a vital skill in any social science course.  



Name of Subject 
Travel and Tourism BTEC Firsts Award 

Accreditation 
BTEC First Award (Level 2) 

The achievement of the BTEC First Award has the equivalence of a GCSE grade. 
It is a nationally recognised vocationally specific qualification, which provides you with key 
knowledge and practical skills required to enter employment in the travel and tourism sector.  

Assessments 

Assignments will be completed throughout the course over two years. 
Twenty five percent of the course will have an examination element marked externally. Assignments 
will be produced using a variety of media.  All assignments must be completed for you to achieve a 
Pass grade on the course.  There is the opportunity to reach Merit and Distinction grades. 

Course Content 

The following units are compulsory for all students taking the course: 

Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector – this unit covers the main types of tourism in the UK, the 
contribution that travel and tourism makes to the UK economy and the different component 
industries that make up the UK travel and tourism sector. 

Unit 2: UK Travel and Tourism Destinations – this unit covers what the different types of UK 
destinations have to offer, as well as locating tourist UK destinations and routes. 

There will also be a number of optional units that you will cover, which will include a variety of 
skills that will help in the workplace.  Examples of these units include:  

International Travel and Tourism Destinations – this looks at international travel and tourism 
destinations and gateways and reasons for their appeal to different visitors. 

Factors Affecting Worldwide Travel and Tourism – covers the influential factors on tourism and 
why events such as natural disasters can have a significant impact on the sector. 

The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience – this looks at the needs and expectations of 
different types of customer in the travel and tourism sector and how organisations address these. 

You will be required to have excellent attendance due to ongoing assessment. There may be an 
opportunity for work based visits and trips to organisations operating in this field. 

Progression Routes 

Further vocational and academic qualifications 

The achievement of the BTEC First Award is equivalent to a GCSE grade. 

If you achieve an overall pass grade or better in the BTEC First Award in Travel and Tourism, it gives you 
the option to progress to employment in the travel and tourism sector, or progress to vocational 
qualifications such as the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Travel and Tourism or the Edexcel BTEC 
Level 3 Nationals in Aviation Operations. 
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