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Religious education (RE) provokes challenging questions about 

the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the 

self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what 

it means to be human. It develops students’ knowledge and 

understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, other 

religious traditions, and other world views that offer answers to 

these challenging questions. Furthermore, it offers opportunities 

for personal reflection and spiritual development and enhances 

awareness and understanding of religions and world views, 

beliefs and teachings, practices and forms of expression, and of 

the influence of religion on individuals, families, communities and 

cultures. 

At Hampton College RE is taught to students in their mixed 

ability teaching groups, 2 hours per fortnight. 

Year 7 
Throughout their first year at Hampton College, students are 

introduced to key themes and concepts of Religious Education. 

They are encouraged to both investigate the beliefs and 

practices of some of the 6 major world religions in depth whilst 

also searching for similarities and differences between different 

world views in topics which are, instead, centred on a key 

theme. 

Students begin with an introductory unit entitled “What is RE?” 

This is then followed by a unit that explores and analyses a 

variety of Rites of Passage from all of the major world religions. 

This is then followed by a study on the beliefs and practices of 

Judaism before Festivals of the 6 major world religions. Students 

then conduct an investigation into the Christian beliefs in the life 

of Jesus before their study of 'Jerusalem: a place of conflict'. The 

year will conclude with a topic on Hinduism.  

Year 8 
Students begin Year 8 with detailed studies of Islam and 

Buddhism. This is then followed by looking at morality, with a 

particular focus on animal rights. Students then embark on a 

focused study of Sikhism.  Students finish the year with 

NATRE’s Spirited Arts projects which examines a particular 

theme and how different thoughts, beliefs and viewpoints 

surrounding it can be expressed. 

Year 9 
In Year 9 students are very much encouraged to engage with 

'issues' and how people's views can be influenced by their 

religion.  The year starts with an exploration in to ideas and 

views on 'suffering'.  We also study religious views on how 

humankind treats the environment.  Responses to the Holocaust 

are then considered before examining Medical Ethics. We then 

study different views and responses to War and Conflict before 

ending Year 9 with a topic on Alternative Religions. 

GCSE Years 10 and 11 

We follow the AQA A syllabus as GCSE. This is an option that 

grows in popularity year after year. Many students take GCSE 

Religious Studies as well as another Humanities GCSE such as 

History or Geograpju. We feel this particular course provides a 

more modern approach to studying topics related to 

Christianity and Islam. Students will look at issues that face us all 

in society today. All students will be encouraged to practice and 

develop their skills in interpreting and evaluating pieces of 

information, communicating and applying your knowledge and in 

problem solving. Students will also have many opportunities to 

contribute to class debates, where a variety of views will be 

considered and respected. Below is an overview of the themes 

and issues students will study in class as part of the course. 

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings 

and practices. Through the religion of Christianity students 

will study: The nature of God, different Christian beliefs about 

the creation of the world and beliefs about the afterlife. Students 

will also be required to study beliefs and teachings on Jesus and 

the afterlife. Students will also need to be aware of worship, 

prayer, pilgrimage and the sacraments and their role within the 

Christian faith. Students will then examine the role of the 

church in the local and worldwide community. Through the 

religion of Islam students will study: Key beliefs for Sunni Islam 

and Shi’a Islam, including key similarities and differences. 

Students will also appreciate Islamic beliefs on the oneness of 

God and God’s relationship with the world. Study will become 

aware of different sources of authority for Muslims and the 

imamate in Shi’a Islam. Students will also cover worship, duties 

and festivals within the Islamic faith. 

Component 2: Thematic studies: Students will study 

religious teachings, and religious, philosophical and ethical 

arguments, relating to the issues given below and their impact 

and influence in the modern world. They should be aware of 

contrasting perspectives in contemporary British society on all 

of these issues.  

Theme 1 Relationships and families: Sex, marriage and 

divorce, Families and gender equality 

Theme 2 Religion and life: The origins and value of the 

universe, The origins and value of human life including euthanasia 

and abortion. 

Theme 3 Religion, crime and punishment: Religion, crime 

and the causes of crime, Religion and punishment including the 

use of the death penalty and forgiveness 

Theme 4 Religion, human rights and social justice: 

human rights, prejudice and discrimination including attitudes 

towards women and homosexuals, wealth and poverty and 

charity. 

Programmes of Study       

MATHS           Religious Education 

Programmes of Study 
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How can Religious Education and 

Religious Studies support your future? 

From an academic a GCSE in Religious Studies is an excellent 

basis for moving on to A-levels in the Philosophy and Ethics 

areas of Religious Studies. It could also take you towards a 

variety of careers, including working in the Police, in law or as a 

counsellor, social worker, nurse, youth worker, journalist or 

teacher. If you are considering a career where you will work 

with a diverse range of people, then this course will be very 

beneficial. 
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Christianity  

Nature of God; Classical 

theism 
Christian beliefs about God including God as Creator, omniscient, omnipotent and omnibenevolent. 

Denominations That there are different Christian denominations and differences between these including the Protestant split 

from the Catholic Church and one modern day denomination for example Methodism or Baptism. 

Forms of worship; Church Different forms of worship which take place in the church, for example prayer, icons, hymns and devotions.  

Jesus; crucifixion and 

resurrection 
The events of the crucifixion and resurrection and the significance of these for Christians. 

Church The key features of a Church and understand that these differ between denominations through considering 

the differences between two, for example between Catholic churches and Meeting Houses. 

Creation The two differing accounts of creation in Genesis 1&2. 

Charity; at home How Christians can and do act in a charitable way in their daily life and local community, and some key 

teachings which support this for example the Sermon on the Mount.  

Funerals The key features of Christian funerals and the symbolism and importance of these acts.  

Philosophy and 

Ethics 

 

Is there a God? Terms of atheism, theism, agnostic, and reasons for each belief, reflect on personal beliefs about God. 

How did life begin? Different ideas about how life on earth began including Christian 7-day creation, another religious view and a 

scientific view. 

Why do bad things happen? Why bad things, in particular natural or unexplained events take place and if there is a cause for this including 

no God, God not intervening, luck and chance.  

Is there life after death? Personal beliefs about the afterlife, and consider common beliefs including no afterlife, heaven & hell and 

spiritual afterlife. 

How do we decide what is 

right and wrong? 
Different ideas about where we learn right and wrong including society, parents and as an innate sense and 

consider reasons people act in negative ways. 

Humanism  

Charity Humanist beliefs about the role and importance of charity and their beliefs about giving to religious causes.  

Evil Beliefs about the importance of trying to prevent rather than just understand evil and how they may try 

minimise this in their lives.  

Marriage Beliefs about the role and importance of marriage, typical features of a ceremony and recognition in law.  

Funerals Purpose and features of a Humanist funeral and the role of the celebrant.  

Life after death The purpose of life and living as well as possible and the impact of this on everyday life along with the 

rejection of traditional religious beliefs about life after death.  

Introduction to world religions 

Religion, faith and belief What is faith? How is faith different to fact? What makes a religion? 

6 Major world faiths The symbols, figures, sacred texts and key beliefs of each religion, and the similarities and differences.  

Judaism Historical roots of Judaism including who the Jews are, their key beliefs of being the chosen people, Abraham 

as founder, the 10 commandments and Kosher food laws. 
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Islam The key features of Islam; Mecca, Muhammad (PBUH), Ramadan, no art work of humans. 

Hinduism How Hindus worship, key beliefs including karma, Trimurti and reincarnation.  

Sikhism The beginnings of Sikhism, the 10 Gurus and Sewa.  

Buddhism Whether Buddhism is a religion without a God, who was the Buddha and how Buddhists live.   

Christianity  

Nature of God; Trinity Christian beliefs about the 3 aspects of the God head and their relationship with each other. 

Prayer Christian beliefs about the importance of prayer and the benefits including physical, psychological and 

spiritual. 

Forms of worship; outside 

the Church 
Ways Christians worship God away from Church including personal prayer and evangelism.  

Judgement Differing ideas about the nature of Judgement day and preparation for this including justification through faith 

and through works. 

Bible The complex nature of the Bible; it's Jewish roots, transition and translation issues and differing approaches 

to its authority including fundamental and liberal interpretation.  

Vicar The role of the religious leader in different denominations including Catholic and Baptist. 

Creation; differing 

interpretations including 

Process Theology 

Belief in creation as literal (Creationism), liberal and compatibility with science (Big Bang and Evolution), 

Process theology and it's view of creation from pre-existing matter rather than from nothing.  

Charity; world mission Importance of world mission, including a case study for example CAFOD. 

The problem of evil Logical and evidential problem of evil, including pointless evil and justification for God and evil to co-exist. 

Resurrection and the 

afterlife 
Differing ideas about the nature of resurrection and the afterlife including physical and spiritual.  

Philosophy and 

Ethics 

 

What are different ideas 

about Creation? 
Differing creation ideas including but not limited to a religious view, Big Bang Theory, Evolution. 

What is the evidence for 

life after death? 
Differing evidence for life after death and the credibility of this, including but not limited to NDEs, 

reincarnation accounts, scripture and ghosts.  

Morality Differing ideas about the source of morality, contrasting deontological and teleological ethical theories for 

example Utilitarianism and Divine Command Theory and the benefits and drawbacks of each.  

Ethical issues surrounding 

the start and end of life 
Differing views about when life begins and the impact of these on debates about abortion. Views about 

whether euthanasia can be permitted and reasons for this.  

Environmental ethics Contrasting views of dominion and stewardship and application to current ethical dilemmas. 

Business ethics Views about responsibility within business including to the natural environment, the public/consumer, the 

employee and the wider public (i.e. supporting though charity). 

Evil and Suffering  

Types of evil Natural evil, moral evil and the nature of suffering. 

The problem of evil The logical and evidential problem of evil and if God and evil can both exist.  
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Is there a purpose to 

suffering 
Different ideas about the purpose of suffering including as punishment, to learn, to develop good qualities. 

Religious response 1 Christian responses to evil and suffering in the world, both theological and practical.  

Religious response 2 The responses of one other religion to suffering in the world, both theological and practical. 

Judaism   

Abraham The account of the covenant between Abram and G-D and the importance of this.  

Kosher What Jewish food laws are and how they are followed in practice.  

Shabbat What Shabbat is and how it is carried out in society today. 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Significance and purpose of Bar/Bat Mitzvah and what happens in each ceremony. 

Synagogue The key features of a synagogue and their use/importance.  

Torah The contents and importance of the Torah including the Jewish Law and its importance.  

Islam  

Muhammad (PBUH) The call narrative of Muhammad (PBUH) and importance as central to Islam. 

Quran Beliefs about the nature and contents of the Quran and how this is shown in everyday life and worship. 

Mosque Key features, their significance as either practical or symbolic. 

Eid Purpose and significance of the festival and how it is celebrated. 

5 Pillars The nature of the Pillars and the importance to Muslims. 

Hajj The purpose and nature of Hajj, expectations during Hajj and spiritual significance.  

Hinduism   

Brahman The nature of Brahman and his role in the world, who are the Trimurti and their roles.   

Diwali The symbolic features, importance of the festival and how it is celebrated. 

Holi The meaning of Holi and how it is celebrated by Hindus. 

Puja The importance of family worship at home and how beliefs are expressed through rituals and sacred spaces. 

Karma What a 'good' life is in Hinduism and the influence of karma on this life and the next.  

Samsara and Moksha Hindu beliefs about life after death and the concept of reincarnation / samsara, Moksha as the end of the life 

cycle. 

Sikhism  

Guru Nanak The call narrative of Guru Nanak, key beliefs and importance to the faith. 

10 Gurus Overview of their acts and impact on the faith 

Gurdwara The practical, communal and spiritual functions of the Gurdwara and key features. 

Sewa The nature and importance, practical examples of its application such as Langar.  

Gurpurbs The symbolic nature of the festivals, how they are celebrated and what they remember.  

Khalsa The founding narrative, 5 K's and their symbolism and uses. 
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Buddhism  

Buddha Overview of the life of the Buddha including birth narrative, early life and discovery of the middle way. 

Meditation Uses in the faith and benefits.  

Karma and rebirth Nature of each and beliefs about how karma can be developed and function of rebirth (Nirvana). 

8-Fold path Nature of and practical application. 

5 moral precepts Nature of and practical application. 

Wesak Origins, how it is celebrated and significance to Buddhists. 
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RE 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Autumn 1 Intro- What is RE? 

Rites of Passage 

Islam – Beliefs and 

Practices 

Evil and Suffering Christian Beliefs Islam Beliefs 

Autumn 2 Judaism Buddhism – Beliefs 

and Practices 

The Environment 

and Religious 

Teachings 

Christian 

Beliefs/Matters of 

Life and Death 

Peace and Conflict 

Spring 1 Festivals – Why is there 

religious festivals and 

what are they? 

Morality- Animal 

Rights 

 

Judaism and the 

Holocaust 

Matters of Life and 

Death/Living the 

Christian Life 

Living the Muslim Life 

Spring 2 Jesus – The Life of 

Jesus, Parables & 

Miracles 

Sikhism- beliefs 

and practices 

 Living the Christian 

Life/Marriage and 

Family 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Summer 1 Jerusalem Spirited Arts- Hope 

for the World 

Sexism Marriage and the 

Family 

Revision 

Summer 2 Hinduism- Beliefs and 

practices 

 Medical Ethics Islam Beliefs Revision 

 


