
Tips for learning vocabulary 
 
 
Decide which words you are going to learn. 
 

In KS3 you should focus on the vocabulary you have net in your lessons. 

These lists are on the College website. 

Ideally you should try to learn the words that you meet in the current topic or module. But, if you’re trying to 
‘catch up’, perhaps during the summer holiday, you will need to look at the lists for the whole of the previous year 
and do a self review - see which words you need to learn and which words you know already. 

 

Make a weekly plan with precise times. 
 

To spend 10 to 20 minutes a day learning is far better than an hour once a week. 

Decide when these times will be and stick to them.  

The best times for learning new words are in the mornings after getting up or at night before going to bed. 

Don’t try to learn more than 12 words at a time. 

 
Learn regularly and SYSTEMATICALLY. 
 

New words only stay in your memory for a short time. To learn them you need to repeat time and time again.  

Say the new words out loud to yourself. 

Invent sentences with the new words and write them out. 

Try to use the new words as often as possible. 

Actors frequently learn their lines while moving - try learning while walking. 

 

  



Not everyone learns in the same way. Here are some suggestions. Try them and settle on the method 
that suits you best. 
 
 
Pictures 
 

Draw a picture for each new word on a card or piece of paper. Write the word on the other side and continually 
test yourself. 

 
Try to learn words in a context.  
 

It’s harder to learn words that have no connection to each other. That’s why the course you follow is broken down 
into topics. 

 
Chain of events 
 

Write a chain of events with the words for a particular topic. 
 

I have a sore throat. 
I go to bed 
I sleep for eleven hours 
I go to the doctor’s 
He gives me a prescription 

 
Carry the story on 

 

Post it notes.  

Stick post it notes on objects around your home, including the rooms. 
 
 
Word families 
 

Learn words together that have the same ‘root’ 
 

sprechen, Sprache, Fremdsprache, Gespräch, etc. 
jour, journée, séjour, journal 

 
 
Word fields 
 

Learn words together that belong to the same topic 
 

Restaurant, waiter , waitress, meal, menu 
 
 
Mind maps 
 

Create a mind map for a particular topic 
 
 
Opposites 

Some words have obvious opposites - try learning words in pairs with their opposite 
 

jung / alt, heiß / kalt 
jeune / vieux, chaud / froid 



 
Nouns 
 

• Write every noun with the correct article - ‘der, die, das’ or ‘le, la’ and, for German, the correct plural form. 
• Colour code the nouns:  

o blue for masculine nouns (der / le) 
o red for feminine nouns (die, la) 
o green for neuter nouns in German (das) 

 
Many nouns are used with particular verbs - learn these with the nouns. 

e.g  to ask a question: 
eine Frage stellen 
poser une question 

 
German Verbs 
 
If a verb is irregular, learn it with its preterite (simple past) form and its past participle.. I 
f the verb has a sound change in the 3rd person singular, learn that too. 
 

laufen: er/sie/es läuft - lief - ist gelaufen 
 
Some verbs have ‘fixed’ prepositions. Learn those, too. 
 

sprechen + mit (Dat.) + über (Akk.) 
Hast du mit Papa über mein Taschengeld gesprochen? 

 
Many German verbs have a prefix that changes their meaning. Try learning those at the same time. 

 
schlafen to sleep 
einschlafen to fall asleep 
ausschlafen to have a good night’s sleep 
verschlafen to oversleep 

 
French verbs 
 
Learn verbs with their present tense forms and their past participles.  
 

jouer: je joue - j’ai joué 
arriver: j’arrive - je suis arrivé 
boire: je bois - j’ai bu 
venir: je viens - je suis venu 

 
At KS4 and KS5 learn the imperfect and future tense forms as well. 
 

jouer: je joue – j’ai joué - je jouais - je jouerai 
 

French adjectives 
 
Learn the masculine and feminine forms together 
 

paresseux / parreseuse, beau / belle 
  



Vocab Box 
 
 
Write the new words you are going to learn on index cards 
 

• On the front write the word with any other information, e.g. Nouns with gender and plural form, verbs with 
different tenses 

• On the reverse write the English word and an example sentence in German/French with a gap where the word 
should be 

 
 
You can construct your own vocabulary box 
 
Make a cardboard box with 4 compartments.  
Take for example a tissue box.  

• Carefully cut off the top of the box, right up to the corners.  
• Cut this into three dividers, which you can then stick into the box, giving you a box with 4 compartments. 

 
 
Alternatively, you can buy something like this on Amazon 
 
It’s called a Beebox – a business card box - and costs around £10 
You’d need to get some A8 business cards as well. 
 
1st compartment 
 

• Place the cards you have made into the first compartment, with the front side facing forward. 
• Read all of the cards every day, one after the other.  
• If you can say immediately what is on the reverse side, turn the card around and place it in the 2nd compartment 

with the reverse side facing forward.  
• If you can’t, then read the reverse side and place it back into the 1st compartment, with the front side facing 

forward. 
 
2nd compartment 
 

• Work through these cards every other day.  
• Read each card in turn.  
• If you can say immediately what’s on the front side, place the card into the 3rd compartment, with the reverse side 

still facing forward. 
• If you can’t then read the front side and place it back into the 1st compartment with the front side facing forward. 

 
3rd compartment 
 

• Work through the cards in the 3rd compartment once a week.  
• If you can still say immediately what’s on the front side, then place it into the 4th compartment.  
• If not, then place it into the 2nd compartment. 

 
4th compartment 
 

• Work through these every two weeks.  
• If you can still say immediately what’s on there front of the card, then you can discard it.  
• If not, place it into the 3rd compartment.. 

 
 
 


