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Welcome to the MFL department at Hampton College. 

Which languages are offered? 
Year 7: all students study either French or German, having two 

one-hour lessons per week. 

Years 8 and 9: students have two lessons a week of the target 

language 

KS4: students can choose between French and German or they 

can choose to study both. 

KS5: both French and German are offered in the Sixth Form 

leading to A Level qualifications. 

 

Why is the study of Languages important? 

Language means ‘the method of human communication used by a 

particular community’. The study of a different language will 

enable you to develop an understanding of another culture and 

therefore gain a more profound understanding of your own 

language and culture. Language learning is a higher order skill and 

will encourage you to plan, solve problems, and manipulate the 

elements of language learnt to communicate effectively. From 

Year 7 you will have the exciting opportunity to listen to and 

read authentic material in the target language on a wide range of 

topics such as school, leisure time, family & relationships, 

technology, customs and festivals in other countries, to name but 

a few. You will become confident to speak in front of others and 

express your opinions in different ways. You will develop your 

understanding of grammar both in the target language and in 

English, and learn how to produce relevant, fluent and coherent 

pieces of writing. Your study of a Modern Foreign Language will 

encourage you to think deeply and help you more effectively 

communicate with others – a great life skill that all universities 

and employers will appreciate. 

Across your study you will explore what life is like for young 

people in the target language country. Lessons will provide a 

wide range of opportunities for speaking, listening, reading and 

writing. Your MFL classroom will be brimming with vocabulary 

learning in fun and exciting ways, the recall of which is the key 

to all understanding and communication in the target language. 

You will engage with the grammar of the new language and use 

logic, reasoning and problem solving skills to apply it in 

context. Seems challenging - you are going to love it! MFL will 

expand your mind! 

At GCSE we study the AQA detail specification. 

Big Issues such as the environment, poverty & homelessness, 

cultural differences across the world, and social issues are all part 

of the curriculum at GCSE. You will think about the advantages 

and disadvantages of social media and technology, as well as 

reflect on your plans for the future in terms of relationships as 

well as future study and careers. You will be encouraged to 

develop your own thoughts and opinions on such issues and then 

express them not in English, but in the target language. What a 

level to reach! I bet you can’t wait to get started… 

What skills will the study of Languages teach 

you? 

You are a citizen in this world and you need to know how to 

communicate effectively with those around you from all 

backgrounds and cultures. It will teach you to… 

• Develop self-determination  

• Master the basics – you have to know simple words first 

before you can create full sentences and meaningful language.  

• Develop your memory skills – repetition is the mother of all 

learning.  

• Express your thoughts and opinions in an organised way.  

• Listen and read for detail and identify the key points.  

• Take risks and be confident.  

What will you know and understand from your 

study of Languages? 

You will …  

• understand grammar and apply it in different contexts.  

• communicate effectively in writing for a variety of purposes 

across a range of specified contexts.  

• manipulate the language using and adapting a variety of 

structures and vocabulary with increasing frequency 

• interact effectively in speech; initiate and develop 

conversations, ask and answer questions, respond to 

unexpected questions.  

• identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions in 

a variety of short and longer spoken or written passages.  

• deduce and infer meaning from a variety of spoken or written 

texts. 

• translate into and out of the target language.  

 

How does your study of Languages support 

your study in other subjects? 

Study of any subject in our curriculum takes full advantage of 

links with other subject areas- we term these as interdisciplinary 

links and we make the most of them because we know that deep 

learning requires the transference of knowledge and skills from 

one topic of learning to another. Once you can transfer your 

learning across topics and subject areas then you are really 

mastering what you know and how to apply your understanding 

and skills. 

Modern Foreign Languages touches on so many other subjects; 

language learning is the development of literacy skills, which are 

essential to the study of all subjects. At Key Stage 3 studies will 
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involve focus upon cultural aspects of the language be it looking 

at an artist, a book, a film or the study of a custom or festival in 

the target language culture. At GCSE and A Level, students 

discuss global and social issues, which link to study in Science, 

Geography, Religious Education and Citizenship. There are very 

close links with the study of English in terms of grammatical 

language, expressing opinions and developing arguments, as well 

as the use of literary texts both at GCSE and at A level. You will 

learn methods of thinking and research that are widely 

applicable to other subject areas helping your thinking in all 

subjects. 

How can you deepen your understanding 

of Languages?  
The MFL department offers lots of great opportunities for you to 

really engage with this fabulous subject as we believe that 

learning a language in the classroom is only half the journey in 

becoming a good linguist. Examples of previous activities are:  

• Year 7: during the Autumn Term all Year 7’s participate in 

the Translation Bee and Spelling Bee competitions. School 

finalists progress to competing on the regional final. 

• Year 8: participation in the ‘Have your say’ competition, a 

Peterborough-wide speaking competition whereby students 

perform both a pre-learnt and a spontaneous dialogue in 

French or German, performed in front of an audience and a 

judging panel. 

• Enrichment week:  KS3 residential trip to Germany and a 

joint residential trip in Paris with the Geography department. 

• KS4/5: day trips to the British Film institute or the Institut 

Français to support the media/film modules of their GCSE/A-

level courses. 

Students who display a flair for languages are invited to join the 

Language Leaders Scheme. This comprise attendance at an after 

school club during which students are trained to become 

teachers. They deliver lessons to their peers in addition to 

visiting local Primary Schools to deliver lessons there. Students 

work towards their bronze or silver award in the process.  

In addition to the extra-curricular activities offered, we also 

invite speakers from the world of business, tourism and the 

military to talk to students about their experiences using a 

language in their professional life, giving an insight to the real 

world application of modern foreign languages. 

The message is ‘Get involved! Become a linguist.’ 

How are you assessed in Modern Foreign 

Languages? 

Throughout the Language course you are assessed using the 

following assessment objectives which ensure that you can 

cumulatively build your subject understanding in preparation for 

future GCSE and A Level study. End of module assessments are 

held throughout Key Stages 3 and there is also an end of year 

assessment. These are used to assess how students are 

performing at their current stage of study. 

At KS4 and KS5, In addition to modular assessments there are a 

pre-public examinations. These are used to gauge whether 

students are on track to reach their targets which are formulated 

on aspirational expectation from their KS2 starting points.  

Key Assessment Objectives 

AO1: LISTENING:understand and respond to spoken language 

AO2: SPEAKING: communicate and interact in speech. 

AO3: READING: understand and respond to written language.  

AO4: WRITING: communicate in writing. 

How can MFL support your future? 

Of course we offer the study of GCSE and A Level and we 

encourage your continued study in this fantastic subject. Yet we 

know that choice and personal interest are important aspects of 

worthy study. Whether you have continued your study of 

Languages into GCSE or A level or not you will have gained 

accessed to this enriching subject and its study will have taught 

you to think differently and deeply.  

Modern Foreign Languages are offered at most prestigious 

universities either as a single honours or a joint honours subject 

studied alongside other disciplines e.g. Linguistics, Law, Politics, 

Tourism, International Studies, History, English, and Philosophy. 

The very fact that you have been able to study linguistic thinking 

will help your future application be they for colleges, universities, 

apprenticeships or employment. 

Careers that the study of MFL supports include: 

• Translator 

• Interpreter 

• Teacher in the UK or abroad. 

• Lawyer 

• Marketing executive 

• Diplomatic service officer 

• International aid/ development worker 

• Tour manager 

• International hotel or catering manager  

• Media/advertising  

• Finance 

• Buying and selling 
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FRENCH 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10  Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

Autumn 1 Tout sur moi: 

Alphabet, 

numbers to 31, 

months, 

countries, 

colours, 

appearance, 

favourite object 

Le temps libre: 

Free-time preferences, 
week-end activities, 
sports 

Aie! J’ai mal: 

Parts of body, 

illness, doctors 

role-play 

Unit 1: Me, my family & 

friends 

 Self, family and friends 

 Getting on with others 

 Personal relationships 

 Future relationship choices 

Unit 7: Global issues 

 Discussing local 
environmental 
issues and their 
solutions 

 

La famille en 

voie de 

changement 

 

La cyber-

société 

Les aspects 

positifs d’une 

société divers 

 

La politique et 

l’immigration 

Autumn 2 Mon monde 

perso: 

Personality, 

family, friends, 

pets, 

personality 

animals 

Le monde des médias: 

TV programmes, justified 
opinion, describing past 
activities  
 

En pleine 
forme: 
 
Diet, fitness, 
healthy living 

Unit 2: Technology in 

everyday life 

 Communicating online and 
the uses of social media 

 Pros and cons of social 
media 

 Uses of mobile technology 

 Advantages/disadvantages 
of mobile technology 

Units 11-12: Post-16 

education/ Jobs, 

career choices and 

ambitions 

 Future studies – 
university v. 
apprenticeships 

 Career preferences 
and options 

 How to get a job 

 Advantages and 
disadvantages of jobs 

Le rôle du 

bénévolat 

Quelle vie 

pour les 

marginalises? 

 

Comment on 

traite les 

criminels? 

Spring 1 Chez moi: 

Types  of home , 

describing 

rooms and 

furniture, 

telling the time, 

describing 

evening 

activities 

Mon quartier: 

Places and possible 

activities in a town, 

asking 

for/understanding/giving 

directions, arranging to 

go out, shopping for 

clothes  

 

Un métier, un 

rêve:  

Jobs, personal 

qualities, 

extended 

justified 

opinions 

 

Unit 3: Free-time activities 

 TV, music, films 

 Free-time activities in the 
past 

 Sports and taking risks in 
sports 

 Food and meals 

 Different cuisines and 
eating out 
 

Unit 6: Social issues 

 Describing eating/health 
habits, new and old 

 Describing health 
resolutions 

Unit 6: Social issues 

 Discussing social 
issues and 
inequalities 

 Talking about 
charities and charity 
work 

 
 
 
 
 
Revision 

La musique 

francophone 

 

 

 

 

Le septième 

art 

Les ados, le 

droit et 

l’engagement 

politique 

 

 

 

Manifestations, 

grèves – a qui 

le pouvoir ? 
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 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10  Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

Spring 2 Ma journée: 

Daily routine, 

school subjects 

and opinions, 

differences 

between French 

and English 

schools, 

describing after 

school activities 

Manger et boire: 

Food and drink, 

opinions, quantities, 

shopping for food, 

recipes, art 

Autour du 

monde: 

Geographical 

context of 

France, holiday 

destinations, 

travel, booking 

tickets, 

accommodation 

and facilities, 

room 

reservation, 

holiday 

activities 

(past/present), 

ideal holiday 

Unit 4: Customs and festivals 

 Celebrations and how we 
celebrate them 

 Discussing traditions and 
their relevance 

 Discussing festivals 

Revision L’analyse du 

texte 

 

L’analyse du 

film 

 

Revision 

Texte 

Film 

IRP 

Révision 

  

Summer 1 Boire et 

manger: 

Food and drink, 

quantities, 

recipes, art 

Destination vacances : 

Countries, essential 

holiday items, 

past/present/future 

timeframes 

Accro a la 

technologie : 

Technology 

gadgets, social 

networks, pros 

and cons, 

favourite 

gadgets and 

networks 

Unit 5: Home, town, 

neighbourhood and region 

 describing houses 

 household chores 

 describing towns and a 
region 

 

Summer 2 Project: 

Plans for the 

summer holiday; 

Vive la musique! 

Mon collège : 

Subjects, opinions, 

lesson timings, facilities 

Project based Unit 8: Travel & tourism 

 Holiday preferences - 
destinations, transport, 
accommodation, activities, 
opinions  

 

 


