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Why is the study of History important? 

History means, in its simplest form: the past. However, it is also 

about what historians have actually written about the past. It 

provides us with a way to make sense of current affairs. The 

study of History is critically important, as everything which is 

happening around us has been influenced by, and is a direct 

result of, that which preceded it. In this way, the study of 

History is explicitly relevant to all of us. 

Its study will make you question the world around us and 

encourage you to develop a deeper understanding of why 

certain people act as they do. Looking at the history of the East 

and West, we can see why political tensions between the two 

have continued on after the end of the Cold War, and arguably 

remain today. In reading the history of the USA, we can see 

why racial tension continued on past the abolition of slavery, 

and is a key issue still at the forefront of American life. When 

studying the history of Britain, we can see the effects of 

migration on our cultural identity; and how this is an issue 

which leads to considerable debate in our society. When 

studying History, it is evident that there are patterns in human 

behaviour which tend to repeat themselves. Whether it is the 

role of a charismatic leader such as Churchill, or even 

charismatic dictators like Stalin, Hitler and Mao, or the 

significance of religion in human conflict, humans have a habit of 

ignoring contributing factors which can lead to wars and 

oppression. It is the role of History and the historian, to 

comment on such events and attempt to avoid it in the future. 

From Years 7 and you will have the exciting opportunity to 

study the history of our nation and how people’s lives have 

shaped it. You will get the opportunity to learn about the 

influence that Britain has had on the world, and focus on times 

such as when it was referred to as “the workshop of the 

world”; a point in history where you could rightly claim that the 

“sun never set on the British Empire”. As well as examining 

Britain’s influence on a global scale, you will have the 

opportunity to examine the influence that global events have 

had on the shaping of our nation. Across your study, you will be 

introduced to key historical concepts such as change and 

continuity, cause and consequence, and significance and you will 

use these in lessons to draw conclusions, analyse trends and 

patterns in history and frame historically-valid questions. Your 

study of History will encourage you to think deeply and help 

you more effectively analyse; and then prioritise information, 

which will allow you to make informed decisions – a great life 

skill that all universities and employers will appreciate. 

Across your study you will explore key themes such as the 

struggle between the church and crown, and the impact that 

this had on the ruling classes but also on the lives of the 

ordinary people. You will examine how this struggle led to 

defining moments in our history like Henry VIII’s break with the 

Catholic Church, and how his religious conflicts caused later 

problems for monarchs such as Elizabeth I as she faced the 

consequences of religious tensions and conflict during her reign. 

Lessons will provide a wide range of opportunities for you to 

frame your own historical questions, and through the use of the 

methods of historical enquiry, will enable you to make 

supported judgements to answer them.  

What skills will the study of History teach you? 

You are a citizen in this world and you need to know about the 

various consequences of the decisions taken by the people of 

the past, to provide you with a broad cultural awareness. It will 

teach you to... 

• Analyse issues and events 

• Express your ideas both orally and in written form 

• Put forward ideas and arguments in a concise manner 

• Gather, investigate and assess materials 

• Base conclusions on research and generate further ideas 

• Organise material in a logical and coherent way 

• Be independent  

• Pose questions and seek answers – A love of enquiry! 

What will you know and understand from your 

study of History? 

• You will understand people and societies. The study of 

History allows us to investigate how people and societies 

behave. Information from the past must serve to explain why 

we, as people, behave as we do in society. Students need to 

develop some sense of how societies function, simply to run 

their own lives. 

• You will understand modern events and current issues. The 

past causes the present and so the future. Anytime we try to 

find out why something happened we have to look for factors 

that took shape earlier. 

• Studying History will test your own moral sense. People 

throughout history have been in situations and difficult 

circumstances whereby they have had to make hard choices. 

For example, was Neville Chamberlain right in appeasing 

Hitler in the 1930s or did he in fact make the Second World 

War an inevitability?  

How does your study of History support your 

study in other subjects? 

Study of any subject in our curriculum takes full advantage of 

links with other subject areas- we term these as 

interdisciplinary links and we make the most of them because 

we know that deep learning requires the transference of 

knowledge and skills from one topic of learning to another. 

Once you can transfer your learning across topics and subject 

areas then you are really mastering what you know and how to 

apply your understanding and skills. 
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History touches on so many other subjects such as Geography 

and English Literature, any subject that analyses information, 

asks you to look at patterns and trends, requires you to 

construct a coherent and well-structured argument. You will 

learn methods of thinking and research that are widely 

applicable to other subject areas helping your thinking in all 

subjects. 

Across the teaching of subjects, teachers will make reference to 

your learning in other areas such as History and this will help 

you to develop your understanding. There are even 

opportunities to apply this learning in Y7 and 8 when 

interdisciplinary study days are organised to deepen your 

understanding across the curriculum such as when our History 

and English departments work together to explore whether 

war poetry/literature has actually distorted our view of World 

War One. 

How can you deepen your understanding of 

History? 

The is a wealth of resources online and in the school library 

should you wish to read around the subject. Staff promote 

wider reading, watch and listening in their lessons and 

homelearning. In Year 10, 11 and 12, we encourage students to 

attend enrichment opportunities to support their studies at 

GCSE and A Level. For our Year 9, 10 and 11 students we have 

several online platforms to further enhance what is offered 

within school. Students can use GCSEPod and Seneca to test 

their recall of the key units they are studying at GCSE. This also 

provides a gap analysis for students, so they are able to see 

their areas of weakness, so they focus their revision further.. 

Each Post-16 centre has a 6th form library where students can 

access a range of historical texts to widen their studies beyond 

reading the prescribed A Level course texts. Why not join the 

take a look at what the History Department offers in your 

school and get involved! Become a historian! 

How are you assessed in History? 

Throughout your study of History course you are assessed 

using the following assessment objectives which ensure that you 

can cumulatively build your subject understanding in 

preparation for future GCSE and A Level study. We assess how 

students at their current stage of study are on track to reach 

their end of stage targets which are formulated on aspirational 

expectation from their KS2 starting points. We make an 

informed prediction from our holistic assessments based on our 

subject mapping of expectation across the History curriculum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Assessment Objectives 

AO1 

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features 

and characteristics of the periods studied.  

AO2 

Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using 

secondorder1 historical concepts. 

AO3 

Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) 

to make substantiated judgements, in the context of historical 

events studied. 

AO4  

Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about 

interpretations (including how and why interpretations may 

differ) in the context of historical events studied. 

How can History support your future? 

Of course we offer the study of GCSE and A Level History and 

we encourage your continued study in this fantastic subject. Yet 

we know that choice and personal interest are important 

aspects of worthy study. Whether you have continued your 

study of History into GCSE or A level or not you will have 

gained accessed to this enriching subject and its study will have 

taught you to think differently and deeply.  

History is offered at most prestigious universities either as a 

single honours or a joint honours subject studied alongside 

other disciplines e.g. History of Art, History and French, 

Archaeology, History and Philosophy, History and Politics, 

History and English. The very fact that you have been able to 

study History e.g. historical thinking will help your future 

application be they for colleges, universities, apprenticeships or 

employment. 

Careers that the study of History supports include:. 

• Legal profession 

• Journalism 

• Archivist 

• Writer 

• Media 

• Public sector administration 

• Politics 

• Business and commerce 

• Museum curator 

• Teaching  

Year 7 & 8 Curriculum Topic Delivery Plan 

Years 7, 8 and 9 need to be seen as an opportunity to build 

the skills and core knowledge required in order for our 

students to excel in History. These years are to be used not 

to repeat content being delivered in Years 10 and 11; but to 

allow us to build horizontal links to the GCSE topics, 

embedding within our students the core knowledge required 

to succeed in the discipline of History. 
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The key requirements which every Year 7, 8 

and 9 curriculum needs to include are as 

follows: 
Chronology: Students must have a secure understanding of 

time periods and centuries. They must understand terms such 

as the nineteenth century and know that a reference in the 

question to the outbreak of cholera in 1854 was during the 

nineteenth century. In the current specification there are too 

many cases where students fail to score any marks because the 

question was about the nineteenth century and they wrote 

about dates in the 1900s. Students should understand 

chronological terms, such as medieval, Middle Ages, 

Renaissance, modern, and that, for example, ‘the 1500s’ is the 

sixteenth century and that ‘c1900’ means ‘around 1900’.  

Thematic Study: In Year 8 students to develop the ability to 

understand change and continuity across a long period of 

History, including the most significant characteristics of the 

different ages. They should reveal wider changes in aspects of 

society over the centuries and allow comparisons to be made 

between different periods of history. These thematic studies 

should be seen not in terms of coverage of an extended period, 

but as the tracing of significant threads in the theme across the 

chronological range. 

How does this develop historical skills? 

The study of history often focuses heavily on change but the 

study of a longer timescale allows students to understand that 

change can occur at different rates and that change can coexist 

with continuity. Students will appreciate the role of factors 

which both prompt and influence change but they will also 

develop an understanding that ‘change’ is not always the same 

as ‘progress’ and that key changes may be dependent on 

longterm developments. They will gain a better understanding 

of the importance of social attitudes and values and gain a 

deeper understanding that a factor may play a significant role in 

one time period but a minor role in another. These are all 

important aspects of historical understanding which are difficult 

to develop when studying shorter timescales of c50 years. 

 

Content to include within the Key Stage 3 

curriculum 

Medieval Unit: Key terms/concepts you may cover include; 

the power of the church in medieval society and the role 

religion played in everyday life. Coverage of this allows for 

future links to be made to the medieval unit within the Medicine 

in Britain course that students will study in Year 9. It would also 

be useful to cover the problems faced by medieval monarchs as 

this will provide background knowledge for the later study of 

the Tudors. 

What your medieval unit may be: 

- Norman Conquest - Medieval life 

- Problems facing Medieval kings 

Key Terms students should know:  

Monarch, Baron, Peasant, Tithe, Pope, Clergy, Merchant, 

Pilgrimage, Priest, Revolt. 

Early Modern Unit: It is important to include a unit on early 

modern history to maintain the narrative of British History. Key 

terms/concepts you may cover include; the growth in the 

influence of Parliament and the challenge to the power of the 

monarchy and the concept of the divine right to rule. Coverage 

of this allows for future links to be made to the renaissance unit 

within the Medicine in Britain. Coverage of the Tudors and 

Stuarts is critical for our students, as this will be preparatory 

work that can be built on further at GCSE. Students will gain an 

understanding of English society in this period. There will be 

coverage of religious change – the reasons for this change, and 

the impact on religion within England and the relationship 

England had with other countries within Europe at the time. An 

understanding of the key differences between the Catholic, 

Protestant and Puritan church should be covered, as should the 

role of government and parliament within England at this time.  

Key Terms students should know:  

Vagabond, Catholicism, Church of England, Divine Right, 

Government, House of Lords, House of Commons, Pope, 

Parliament, Privy Council. 

Modern History dominates the History in Year 9. Ideally 

demonstrate History’s relevance to our modern society by 

examining a historical event/period which has had a profound 

impact on our society today. If we consider the impact of the 

end of World War Two and the division of Germany, leading to 

the emergence of the USA and Soviet Union as superpowers 

with vastly different ideologies, we can investigate the relevance 

that these issues bring to bear today. Key terms/concepts you 

may cover include; the different ideologies of 

democracy/dictatorship, communism/capitalism, political 

spectrums – with students examining the differing beliefs of left 

and right wing political groups. Coverage of this allows for 

future links to be made to the Weimar and Nazi Germany unit 

that students will study at GCSE. 

Key Terms students should know:  

Trench warfare, Armistice, Capitalist, Communist, Depression, 

Fascist, Ghetto, Rearmament, Reparations, Republic, Treaty of 

Versailles, Holocaust. 

Content to include within GCSE History 

Thematic Study: Crime and Punishment in Britain (30% 

of final grade). Students learn about the continuities and changes 

in the history of crime and punishment. The course ranges from 

the Medieval period to the present day. The unit focuses on a 

list of key questions: What different types of crime were 

committed in different periods? How has the nature of 

punishment changed over the period? Who determined the laws 

and punishments? How have ideas about the nature of crime, 

the causes of crime and the nature of punishment changed? How 

effective were law enforcement and punishments in preventing 

crime? 

British Depth Study: Early Elizabethan England (20% of 

final grade) This topic largely focuses on the early reign of 

Elizabeth. This unit covers government and religion in 

Elizabethan England. Students will also look challenges to 

Elizabeth; plots, revolts at home and abroad and also rivalry, war 

and the Spanish Armada. Students also study Elizabethan society. 
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This looks at leisure and the impact of exploration and the role 

it played during the reign of Elizabeth. 

Period Study: Superpower Relations and the Cold War - 

1941–91 (20% of final grade). This unit gives pupils the 

opportunity to investigate the origins, events and outcomes of 

the Cold War. Students will focus on the causes of increasing 

tensions between East and West and the development and 

intensification of the Cold War, before focusing on particular 

flashpoints such as the Prague Spring, construction of the Berlin 

Wall and the Cuban Missile Crisis. The impact and influence of 

key individuals with regard to both increasing and limiting 

tensions is also a key focus. 

Modern Depth Study: Weimar and Nazi Germany - 

1918–39 (30% of final grade) This topic focuses on the causes 

of Hitler’s rise to power and its impact in Germany during the 

period 1918-1945. Students learn about the developments and 

conditions of Weimar Germany in order to understand the 

reasons why the Nazis gained power. They study the reactions 

of individual people and groups to developments within 

Germany and learn about a variety of aspects of life in Germany 

under Nazi rule, including youth groups, propaganda, terror and 

the Holocaust. 

Content to include within A-level History 

We believe that the following units compliment GCSE History.  

Many students have studied Weimar and Nazi Germany. Units 

1 and 2 allow you to study other dictatorships in Europe, albeit 

Communist. Units 3 and 4 allow you to develop your ability to 

work as a historian through engaging with sources and 

interpretations. 

Unit 1: Russia, 1917-91 from Lenin to Yeltsin 

Communist government of 1917-45; How did the 

Communist Party come to power and how did it keep that 

power? 

Industrial and agricultural change; War Communism, New 

Economic Policy, how did Stalin try to catch up with the western 

world through his Five Year Plans? You will examine reasons for 

stagnation in the USSR’s economy after 1964. 

Control of the people; media propaganda and religion, cult of 

personality of Stalin, Khrushchev and Brezhnev, the secret police 

and the monitoring of dissidents and how the state managed and 

reacted to social change. 

Social developments 1917-85; social security, employment, 

housing and social benefits and the promotion of a stable society. 

Attitudes and how they changed, towards women, children and 

the family unit. 

Unit 2: Mao’s China 

In this part of the course you will look at the impact Mao had on 

China during his time in power. You will study his rise to power, 

his economic policies such as the Great Leap Forward and his 

role in the Great Famine. You will also look at how Chinese 

society was affected by his policies considering the Cultural 

Revolution, how his policies impacted on women and children 

as well as religious groups. 

Unit 3: Britain: losing and gaining an empire, 1763-1914 

Students consider two breadth studies, the role of British trade 

and the British Royal Navy in Britain’s rise to power on the 

global stage. We also study the loss of the American colonies, 

the birth of British Australia and Britain’s changing relationships 

with Canada, India and the Nile Valley. This exam combines 

source skills and essay questions and allows students to 

appreciate how Britain’s role in the world changed over the 

period studied. 

Unit 4: Coursework  

This element of the course will let you engage with the work of 

historians regarding the development of the Cold War. The final 

piece is 3000-4000 words and allows students to engage with 

rigorous historical arguments. Whilst some support can be given 

by your teacher this is a true opportunity to demonstrate your 

skills as an historian. 
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HISTORY 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

Autumn 1 Intro- terminology 

Why was 1066 an 

important year? 

Why did the crown 

lose power in the 17th 

century (ECW and the 

Glorious Revolution) 

Why did war break 

out in 1914? 

Paper 1 Thematic 

Study Crime and 

punishment. 20% of 

the overall grade 

We follow the 

Edexcel 

Specification 

Germany Papers 1 Russia 

1917-91 (30% of the 

overall grade) and 

Paper 2 China (20% 

of the overall 

grade) are taught 

concurrently 

through the year 

Coursework on 

the Origins of 

the Cold War 

(20% of the 

overall grade) 

and Paper 3 

Britain Gaining 

and Losing an 

Empire 1763-

1914are taught 

concurrently 

through the 

year  

1 hour per week 

is also given 

revision and 

revisiting Yr 12 

topics 

Autumn 2 Why was 1066 an 

important year? 

Succession crisis, 

Battle of Hastings,  

Why did the crown 

lose power in the 17th 

century (ECW and the 

Glorious Revolution) 

How was WW1 

fought?  

Does Haig deserve 

to be remembered 

as the ‘butcher of 

the Somme?’ 

How well did the 

big Three deal with 

Germany in 1919? 

Paper 2 

International 

Relation and the 

Cold War 1941-

91 

 

  

Spring 1 How powerful were 
medieval kings? 
(William I, Henry II, 
John, Richard I and 
Richard III) 

Why was slavery 
abolished? 
What is the reputation 
of Abraham Lincoln? 

How did Hitler 
become a dictator 

Life in Nazi 
Germany 

Paper 1 Historical 
environment, 
Whitechapel. 10% 
of overall grade 

  



6 

When was WW2 
won? 

Spring 2 Tudors 

Henry VIII, religious 
changes, impact on 
society 

Why have people 
protested over time?  

Suffrage 
Workers 
Independence 

What was the 
Holocaust and how 
did it happen? 

Paper 2 British 
Period study. Early 
Elizabethan 
England. 20% of 
overall grade 

Revision  

 

 

 

Summer 1 Elizabeth depth 
study: 

Religious 
settlement, Mary 
Queen of Scots, 
Spanish Armada 

 

 

Medicine through time. 
Ideas and knowledge 
of disease, turning 
points, medicine, 
surgery and public 
health 

Russia and the USA 
in the 20th Century 

  

Summer 2 What was the Cold 
War? 

Paper 3 Modern 
World Depth Study, 
Germany 1919-39. 
30% of overall grade 

   

 


