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Why is the study of English important? 
Hampton College English Department see English as a 

fundamental tool to aid students with developing skills in all 

subject areas, as we’ll as using literature to appreciate culture, 

develop enquiring minds and help empathise with others. 

Harnessing and developing students’ creative skills is at the heart 

of what we do. The student experience across all key stages is 

one where they are able to maximise their full creative and 

analytical abilities in order for them to enter the adult world 

being empowered by language. 

 

However, English doesn’t just stop at the classroom door. As a 

core subject, English has an impact on the students’ wider 

school lives. In recent years, we have held successful Poetry 

Slams, Shakespeare Drama Days, visiting authors and theatre 

companies as well as entering students for a variety of creative 

competitions. Our students have also benefited from a variety of 

enriching trips, including Poetry Live and performances of set 

texts at the theatre. 
 

We believe that the curriculum time given to English in our 

schools allows the development of high standards of language 

and literacy so that students communicate their ideas, views and 

emotions with increasing fluency and confidence, whether in 

writing or speech.  

The English curriculum in our schools is rigorous, with 

appropriate challenge and consolidation to allow students of all 

abilities to flourish, whilst offering opportunities for increased 

breadth and depth for more-able students and support and 

intervention for students who are less fluent. The skills, 

knowledge and understanding developed through the early years 

in our schools provide a solid preparation for success in KS4 

examination courses (AQA) and our post-16 A Level courses. 

What skills will the study of English teach 

you? 
English will develop skills in written and oral communication 

and will develop increasingly sophisticated skills as a reader.  

• To speak confidently and accurately in a range of contexts 

• To participate confidently in discussions, presentations, role-

play and collaborative group work 

• To develop the skills of exploratory, collaborative and 

tentative talk as a means of developing and shaping 

understanding 

• To write accurately for a range of audiences and purposes – 

using grammar, vocabulary, spelling and punctuation accurately 

• To use language as a means to persuade, clarify, explain, 

narrate and express emotion 

• To develop the skills of planning, drafting and editing in writing 

 

 

 

 

 

• To acquire and use confidently a wider vocabulary 

• To read for enjoyment and for information  

• To develop cultural awareness and knowledge of literary 

heritage 

• To develop interpretive skills and critical thinking 

What will you know and understand from 

your study of English? 
• Know and experience a variety of poetry, prose and drama 

from the literary canon and wider sources 

• Know and understand the conventions involved in reading and 

writing different texts 

• Understand how to manipulate language for effect, for 

example, to persuade 

• Develop an appreciation of how writers are influenced by the 

world that surrounds them - context 

 

Key Stage 3 
During Key Stage 3, our students engage with a wide 

range of texts including contemporary and more 

traditional literature.  Examples of some of the texts 

students may study include The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, 

Our Day Out and Of Mice and Men to a selection of 

Romantic poetry and Shakespeare. Students also study a 

variety of non-fiction texts from the 19th century as well as 

the 20th and 21st.  A wide range of opportunities are also 

provided to help students develop writing skills including 

creative and non-fiction writing.   In order to develop 

students’ cultural capital and vocabulary, each year group 

has an additional lesson once a fortnight using interesting 

non-fiction texts that are loosely linked to the current 

units of work being taught at that time.  This is a lesson 

liberated from the usual English routine that enables lots 

of discussion and creative thinking about people, places 

and events that students would not normally learn about 

coupled with a vocabulary bank to improve their means of 

expression. Ultimately, the curriculum aims to widen the 

skills gained at Key Stage Two and prepare the students 

for the challenges of GCSE.   With the removal of levels 

from the National Curriculum, the English department 

assesses students' work using the college's 'Steps' 

policy.   This is a similar approach to the new 

GCSE grading criteria and mirrors similar skills students 

will be assessed on in Key Stage 4.  

 

Key Stage 4 
Students study the AQA English Language GCSE and the 

AQA English Literature GCSE. These qualifications are 

linear with all examinations taken at the end of the course 

with no inclusion of coursework, but there is a Spoken 

Language Endorsement for GCSE English Language. 

Students will have an opportunity to study a variety of 
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texts during their two years including non-fiction, prose, 

drama, and poetry. Texts are from the 19th century as well 

as the 20th and 21st. Popular text choices are often An 

Inspector Calls or Blood Brothers, A Christmas Carol, Romeo 

and Juliet or Macbeth.  The poetry clusters of Love and 

Relationships and Power and Conflict are also equal in 

popularity for teaching. This gives students an excellent 

grounding for further study at A’ Level. 

 

Key Stage 5 
At Hampton College, students can choose to study either 

the AQA English Language and Literature combined 

specification or the AQA English Literature B 

specification.    

 

AQA English Language and Literature:  

The course focuses on a combination of literary, linguistic 

and creative approaches to the study of texts and, as a 

result, will develop skills appropriate to further study, 

including many different university degrees. 

 

In Year 12, students study a prose text, a poetry anthology 

and a collection of non-fiction texts and will learn how to 

linguistically analyse these texts. Students also get the 

opportunity to develop their creative writing skills as well 

as how to write linguistic commentaries on their own 

writing. 

 

In Year 13, as well as the revision of the texts studied in 

Year 12, students study a further novel and drama text as 

well as writing a personal investigation into an area of 

language for their NEA unit. 

 

AQA English Literature B:  

The course is very much an introduction to the greats of 

English literature alongside more contemporary writers 

considered worthy of study. The philosophy of the 

specification is on genre and how different interpretations 

are considered depending on how you view texts. There is 

also an introduction to literary theory for the NEA.  

 

In Year 12, students will explore Aspects of Tragedy reading 

Shakespeare's Othello, Arthur Miller's Death of a 

Salesman and a collection of poetry by Keats.  

 

In Year 13, students will study Elements of Political and 

Social Protest Writing reading Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite 

Runner, Ibsen’s A Doll’s House and William Blake’s Songs of 

Innocence and Experience. 

 

In class, we have a lot of discussion as we read and analyse 

the texts collectively.  Students work together, but are 

also expected to undertake a fair amount of independent 

reading and study in order to keep up with the content of 

the course.    

 

We also introduce literary theory in Year 12 that students 

then use to apply to texts of their own choice for their 

NEA. 

 

To complement the course, we often see performances of 

set drama texts if they are currently performing locally or 

in London.  We have also attended useful university 

lectures that give valuable insight into the texts studied as 

well as a taster of higher education.   

 

How can the study of English support 

students in other subjects and beyond 

school? 
English as a subject is essentially concerned with communication, 

whether in written or spoken form and developing those 

communication skills supports all other curricular subjects. For 

example, the ability to participate in and lead discussions 

involves listening to others, considering alternative viewpoints 

and perspectives and using judgement to weigh up arguments. It 

frequently demands negotiation and team working when 

presenting ideas and information and the ability to articulate 

concisely ideas and opinions, show an understanding of texts, 

base conclusions on research or evidence and so on. As 

speaking and listening activities in English are often built around 

collaborative work, having respect for others’ views and 

contributions develops self-discipline and empathy for others. 

These are transferable skills that impact on all other subjects. 

Most subjects involve written work and because work in English 

is often about honing and improving the quality and accuracy of 

written work, the skills and knowledge about aspects of 

language such as spelling and grammar and technical accuracy, 

have a positive impact on the quality of written work in other 

curriculum subjects. All students study English Literature at KS4 

and the deep study of texts helps develop skills of analysis, 

perhaps of themes, language, characters, social change or 

historical events. At its best, Literature illuminates the human 

condition and offers the reader opportunities to explore and 

reflect on situations others have faced.  

English provides a strong foundation for any job or profession 

that involves communication, writing and/or literary knowledge. 

These include advertising and marketing, writing and journalism, 

law, teaching, performing arts, government, linguistics, foreign 

languages, media and design. Careers in the sciences, 

engineering, technology and maths also need English and in fact 

any profession that requires analytical thinking, strong verbal and 

written communication, imagination or creativity can draw on 

the key skills acquired whilst studying English.  

How can students deepen their 

understanding of English further?  
As a subject, English involves a lot of writing, including extended 

creative and transactional responses and the quality and 

accuracy of students’ writing is only developed by `doing 

writing`.  

Much of the written work will be underpinned by reading, so 

that students are exposed to a variety of fiction and non-fiction 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-and-literature-7706-7707
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-b-7716-7717
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reading that provide models for the students’ own writing. 

Some would say that before you can write well, you must read 

a lot and so reading will underpin most written work in English, 

whether that is studying literature or non-fiction writing such 

as extracts from autobiographies or biographies, diaries, 

reports, articles and multi-modal texts of various kinds from 

newspapers and magazines and the internet. 

Students will be given lots of opportunities to write, simply 

because asking them to spend more time articulating their 

thoughts and ideas and organising them improves their 

understanding of what they want to say and how to say it in 

increasingly effective ways. There are a wealth of activities to 

engage in beyond the classroom be it book clubs, creative 

writing or film clubs. 
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 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 (Lit) Year 12 (Lit/Lang Year 13 (Lit) Year 13 (Ling/Lat) 

Autumn 1 Boy 
Descriptive 
writing 
 

Speech 
writing 
Rhetorical 
devices 

Shakespeare 
Literary 
analysis 
 

Modern 
Drama 

19th Century 
novel 
 

A: Othello 
B: Salesman 
and Keats 
 
PPE1 

A: Language 
Frameworks 
B: Paris Anthology 
(Written Texts) 
PPE1 

A: Blake 
B: Doll’s House 
C: Kite Runner 
 
PPE1 

A: Gatsby 
B: Streetcar 
C: NEA 
 
PPE1 

Autumn 2 Novel 
Language 
analysis 
 

Novel 
Structural 
analysis 

Child Labour 
Non-fiction 
writing 

Paper 1 
Reading and 
writing 

19th Century 
novel 
Shakespeare 
revision  
 
PPE2 

A: Othello 
B: Salesman 
and Keats 
 
PPE2 

A: The Handmaid’s 
Tale 
 
B: Browning poetry 
 
C: Paris Anthology 
PPE2 

A: Blake 
B: Doll’s House 
C: Kite Runner 
 

A: Gatsby 
B: Streetcar 
C: NEA 
 
 

Spring 1 Child beauty 
contests 
Non-fiction 
writing 

Modern 
drama 
Literary 
analysis 

Novel 
Language, 
structural 
and critical 
analysis 

Poetry 
anthology 
and unseen 

Paper 1 and 2 
Pixl Wave 
 
 
PPE3 

A: Othello 
B: Salesman 
and Keats 
 
PPE3 

A: The Handmaid’s 
Tale 
 
B: Browning poetry 
 
C: Paris Anthology 
PPE3 

A: Blake 
B: Doll’s House 
C: Kite Runner 
 
PPE3 

A: Gatsby 
B: Streetcar 
C: NEA 
 
PPE3 

Spring 2 Chambercombe 
Manor 
Descriptive 
writing 

Child 
punishments 
Non-fiction 
writing 

Film stills 
Creative 
writing 

Paper 2 
Reading and 
writing 
 

Revise Modern 
Drama and 
Poetry 

A and B: 
Critical 
Anthology 

A: The Handmaid’s 
Tale 
 
B: Browning poetry 
 
C: Paris Anthology 
(Spoken Texts) 
 
 

A: Othello 
B: Salesman 
and Keats 
C: Unseen 

A: Gatsby/ Paris 
B: Streetcar/ 
Handmaid’s  
C: NEA and Browning  

Summer 1 Shakespeare 
Literary 
analysis 
 

Romantic 
poets 
Literary 
analysis 

Exam 
 
Poetry 
anthology 
Literary 
analysis 

Shakespeare 
 
PPE1 

Revise 
Shakespeare 
and 19th 
Century Novel 

A and B: NEA A, B & C: Revision 
 
AS Exam 

A, B and C: 
Final revision.  

A,B and C: final 
revision 

Summer 2 Exam 
 
Intervention in 
reading and 
writing 
 

Exam 
 
Intervention 
in reading 
and writing 
 

Intro to 19th 
century 
literature and 
contexts 

Shakespeare GCSE Exams A and B: NEA 
A and B: 2 
week revision 
Othello, 
Salesman and 
Keats 
PPE 4 

A: Gatsby 
B: Streetcar 
C: NEA 
 

Exams A Level Exams 

 


