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Why is the study of Business Studies 

important? 

From an understanding of the Business Environment, the subject 

will offer students the opportunity to engage in the 

understanding of the way in which businesses will operate and 

how they manage their key resources such as people and 

finance.  

This qualification develops knowledge and understanding of the 

financial services sector and enhances skills that are valued 

within that sector, but does not qualify students for direct entry 

to a particular occupational role. Students will be in a position to 

make informed choices, whether this be to pursue a career 

within the financial services sector immediately or after further 

study, or whether to apply the financial skills that they have 

developed to other careers or study options. We will explore 

how business activities operate within a modern context looking 

at real life cases to show how start-ups become large 

multinational organisations. Learners will also explore the four 

functions of business including Operations, Marketing, Human 

Resources and Finance in which students will understand how 

these interlink and fundamentally rely on each other.   

Across their study in Business, learners will explore a number of 

theories that are linked to motivation and leadership which can 

be applied to any industry and career path in which students 

decide further in education or employment. They will look at 

and investigate the methods in which employers will decide 

upon recruitment, based on key factors such as rates of 

employment within an economy and availability of skills. Students 

will explore the varying needs of consumers and businesses 

where research is required in order to meet the needs of buyers 

and sellers within the market place. Students will continue to 

build on knowledge from other subjects and ensure they have 

communicate effectively using a wide range of business acumen 

to support written arguments they are presented within the 

examinations.  

Big Questions … Such as why are people influenced by the 

Economy and how will businesses react to the changing levels 

of demand and technology, are elements we will continue to 

explore with relevant examples from industry and real life.  

 

What students will know and understand from 

their study of Performing Arts 

 Knowledge – Students will look into a wide variety of key 

terms and concepts which they will be able to show through 

explanations and discussions. 

 Application – Students will use the key terms that they have 

learnt to link them to real life businesses. This will allow 

them to develop and build upon their understanding of the 

subject knowledge. 

 Analysis – Students will look into how the knowledge they 

have learnt will impact upon the business. They will also 

develop this skill and expand upon how it will impact upon 

the business overall over time. 

 Evaluation – Students will make reasoned judgements 

about what options a business can take as well as pick out 

key factors which will impact upon the business. This will 

be through the use of their previous analysis and 

application skills. 

 Students will also develop personal skills within lessons, 

such as: 

o Financial analysis – Students will use business 

documents and figures to analyse and evaluate their 

argument whilst finding out what has and may happen 

o Written communication – Students will use their 

understanding to develop written responses to 

business questions with the use of support and 

structures 

o Verbal communication – Students will use their 

knowledge to outline their argument and their points. 

This can then be developed and built upon in class 

o Confidence – Students will also get the opportunity 

to deliver presentations to explain what they have 

learnt or in line with a specific brief. 

o ICT – Within Business studies we consistently use 

ICT within the learning environment 

o Leadership – Students will also be given the 

opportunity to lead groups within group work tasks 

to develop skills and share understanding.   

Cross curricular links? 

There are many characteristics of Business which support 

other subjects within the curriculum including Geography, 

Maths and Design Technology.  

 

We use mathematical calculations to assess the performance of 

a business as a whole or measure this against the competition. 

This may come from a profit calculation or manipulation of 

data to assess the level of market share in comparison to other 

rivals within the industry. 

 

For Geography we will analyse the markets in which business 

activities will take place, such as Trading Blocs, Globalisation, 

the rapid development of ICT and understanding the of 

emerging markets. 

 

Within Technology we will look at the methods of production 

in which business will focus its resources to ensure efficiency 

and reduce costs per unit though benefiting from lean 

production techniques.  
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Putting Business into practice 

In Business, all students will have the opportunity to embrace 

the characteristics of the world of work. We will utilise local 

businesses to ensure students have access and an 

understanding of how they operate and compete within the 

environment surrounding them. There will also be continued 

relevant case studies to support the understanding of 

fundamental functional areas within business. Such as Apple 

and their continued scrutiny under employment conditions in 

China which has seen the media and news document their 

actions to ensure equality. We will look at examples within the 

UK such as the collapse of the recent Arcadia group with 

internal and external failings as part of the loss in 13 000 jobs. 

 

What courses are on offer at Key Stage 4? 

We have two different courses on offer at Hampton College 

which allows different learners to access and develop their 

understanding of Business Studies. 

 

 AQA Business Studies GCSE 

 NCFE 1/2 Award in Business & Enterprise 

 

AQA Business Studies GCSE 

 

What does the course include? 

Students will start to develop their understanding of Business 

Studies through looking at the main four functional areas as 

well as the external environment. There are six main topic 

areas listed below: 

 

 Business in the real world 

 Influences on Business 

 Business Operations 

 Human Resources 

 Marketing 

 Finance 

 

How is the course assessed? 

Students will have to complete two exams at the end of Year 

11. The course does not include any coursework units so 

strong written communication is key. Students will apply their 

subject knowledge to a range of question types from multiple 

choice to longer mark answers which require chains of analysis 

and evaluation. We feel we prepare students well with a 

variety of model answers and structures to ensure students 

know what they must do.  

 

NCFE 1/2 Award in Business & Enterprise 

 

What does the course include? 

Both of these cover all of the fundamentals in Business and their 

functional areas including Enterprise and starting a business, 

Human Resources in Business, Operations in Business, 

Marketing in Business and Financial Communications.  

 

 

How is the course assessed? 

This course offers flexible methods of assessment with one 

examination in year 11 which equates to 40% of the overall 

qualification and 60% as a synoptic project where students are 

presented with a case and required to complete an assessment 

meeting the required criteria, for example a Business Plan. This 

is a 21hr controlled project where students are in examination 

conditions completing the work independently.  

 

Where may a qualification in Business lead students? 

We find we have a large amount of students who wish to 

continue their studies into Business and/or Economics. They 

can also go on to look at joining the world of work through an 

apprenticeship.  

 

What courses are on offer at Key Stage 5? 

We have four different courses on offer at Hampton Sixth 

Form which allows different learners to access and develop 

their understanding of Business & Economics. 

 

 Edexcel Business A Level 

 OCR Cambridge Technical in Business  

 IFS Qualification 

 Edexcel Economics A Level 

 

Edexcel Business A Level 
 

What does the course include? 

Students will look into the business environment from the 

perspective of small, medium and large sized businesses as we 

move onto looking at multinational companies in Year 13. This 

will be through a variety of case studies and real life examples 

to develop students understanding of the real world. This is 

split into the sections below: 

 

AS - Year 12 

Theme 1 Theme 2 

Students will develop an 

understanding of: 

 meeting customer needs 

 the market 

 marketing mix and 

strategy 

 managing people 

 entrepreneurs and 

leaders. 

 

Students will develop an 

understanding of: 

 raising finance 

 financial planning 

 managing finance 

 resource management 

 external influences. 

A2 – Year 13 

Theme 3 Theme 4 

This theme develops the 

concepts introduced in 

Theme 2. Students will 

develop an understanding of: 

 business objectives and 

strategy 

 business growth 

 decision-making 

techniques 

 influences on business 

decisions 

 assessing competitiveness 

 managing change. 

 

This theme develops the 

concepts introduced in 

Theme 1. Students will 

develop an understanding of: 

 globalisation 

 global markets and 

business 

 expansion 

 global marketing 

 global industries and 

companies 

 (multinational 

corporations). 
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How is the course assessed? 

Students will have to complete three exams at the end of Year 

13 which are two hours each. The course does not include any 

coursework units so strong written communication is key.  

 

We are a strong subject across Hampton College and in recent 

years have been in the top 25% across all schools studying 

Business, based upon reports collated by ALPS Educational 

analysis.  

 

OCR Cambridge Technical in Business 
 

This course of study is referred to as a vocational 

qualification due to its part examination and part 

coursework foundation. New to Hampton College in 

2020 we are excited to offer the course that allows 

students who engage well with coursework and can 

support their examinations to further their knowledge. 

 

What does the course include? 

Students will look into a variety of topics across the Business 

environment. This is split between coursework and 

examination. There is a strong link to the use of research and 

application skills which allows students to apply their 

understanding to real life businesses.  

 

Mandatory units include: 

 

 The Business Environment ‘external examination’ 

 Working in Business ‘External examination’ 

 Customers and Communication ‘Internal coursework 

which is moderated by the exam board’  

 

Optional units ‘TBC’ as they are dependent on the year group 

at the time. Could include:  

 

 Marketing and Market Research 

 Introduction to Human Resources 

 Accounting Concepts  

 Business Events 

 Being Entrepreneurial – Evaluating Viable 

Opportunities 

 

How is the course assessed? 

The subject offers a flexible element to teaching where 

students can see their progress over the two years with both 

moderated coursework and two examinations to support their 

overall qualification 

 

 

There are two external examinations within this subject which 

can be resat if the student feels there is a strong chance they 

will improve the grade. There will also be a combination of 

coursework elements where students will complete work in 

their own time that will be moderated and assessed both 

internally and externally.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LiBF Finance Qualification 

 

What does the course include? 

The Level 3 Diploma in Financial Studies is equivalent to one A-

Level.  The course offers students the opportunity to develop 

a wide range of financial capability skills. Students will begin to 

develop an understanding of their own financial capability and 

explore the concepts of financial education which will allow 

personal financial stability in the future. The DipFS prepares 

students for further study by developing their core skills of 

independent thinking, critical analysis and evaluation, verbal 

communication (through classroom discussion) and written 

communication. DipFS is included in the 16 - 19 Applied 

General Performance Tables, has been accredited by Ofqual at 

Level 3 and is part of the Regulated Qualifications Framework. 

 

Key content areas: 

 

 Importance of financial capability in the immediate, 

short, medium and long term. 

 The impact of external influences at different stages in 

the personal life cycle. 

 Risk and reward in managing personal finance. 

 Personal and external factors that lead to change in 

the Economy. 

 Maintaining financial sustainability and avoiding long-

term debt. 

 The financial services system and financial sustainability 

(individual and general). 

 Marketing techniques used within the financial sector 

 

What units are we doing? 

Unit 1: Financial capability for the immediate and short term  

Unit 2: Financial capability for the medium and long term  

Unit 3: Sustainability for individuals finances  

Unit 4: Sustainability of the financial services system  

 

How is the course assessed? 

Students will have to complete four exams in Year 12 and four 

in Year 13, each of which are between one and two hours in 

length. The course does not include any coursework units so 

strong written communication is key.  Students have one 

opportunity to re-sit each exam. 

 

The examinations are a tiered system in terms of assessment 

with exams being multiple choice in the first instance. Students 

will then sit a pre- release examination required fully 

developed written answers within an essay format, which will 

also be assessed using SPAG ‘spelling, punctuation and 

grammar’. 

 

Reasons to study this course?  

Primarily, the course is extremely interesting and has a direct 

real link to everyday life.  The course prepares students with 

the knowledge and skills necessary to successfully manage their 

own personal finances both in the short term and long-term, 

and aims to highlight the importance of tight money 

management at both a personal and business level. 

 

The finance related content of this qualification serves as an 

excellent grounding for undergraduate study within finance and 

business-related disciplines, with many students going on to 

study accountancy, business, finance and banking. The skills 
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developed and enhanced during the course provide valuable 

study skills appropriate for these disciplines and others, and 

students have pursued a wide range of other undergraduate 

courses following this qualification. 

 

This qualification develops knowledge and understanding of the 

financial services sector and enhances skills that are valued 

within that sector, but does not qualify students for direct 

entry to a particular occupational role. Students will be in a 

position to make informed choices, whether this be to pursue 

a career within the financial services sector immediately or 

after further study, or whether to apply the financial skills that 

they have developed to other careers or study options. 

 

Edexcel Economics A Level 
 

What does the course include? 

Students cover the foundations of economics through looking 

at micro and macroeconomics over the two years. This is split 

into the sections below: 

 

AS - Year 12 

Theme 1 Theme 2 

This theme focuses on 

microeconomic concepts. 

Students will develop an 

understanding of: 

Nature of economics 

How markets work 

Market failure 

Government intervention 

 

This theme focuses on 

macroeconomic concepts. 

Students will develop an 

understanding of: 

Measures of economic 

performance 

Aggregate demand  

Aggregate supply 

National income 

Economic growth 

Macroeconomic objectives 

and policy 

 

A2 – Year 13 

Theme 3 Theme 4 

This theme develops the 

microeconomic concepts 

introduced in Theme 1 and 

focuses on business 

economics. Students will 

develop an understanding 

of:  

Business growth 

Business objectives 

Revenues, costs and profits 

Market structures 

Labour market 

Government intervention 

 

This theme develops the 

macroeconomic concepts 

introduced in Theme 2 and 

applies these concepts in a 

global context. Students will 

develop an understanding 

of:  

International economics 

Poverty and inequality 

Emerging and developing 

economies 

The financial sector 

Role of the state in the 

macro-economy 

 

 

 

How is the course assessed? 

Students will have to complete three exams at the end of Year 

13 which are two hours each. The course does not include any 

coursework units so strong written communication is key.  

 

 

 

 

Where may a qualification in Economics lead students? 

Economists are employed in a variety of settings in both the 

public and private sectors. The largest employer of economists 

is the Civil Service through the GES. The Bank of England also 

provides vacancies through its graduate programme - see Bank 

of England Careers. 

Economics graduates also find employment in areas such as: 

 banks (high street and city) 

 charitable and not-for-profit organisations 

 consultancies 

 insurance and accountancy firms 

 Government departments and think tanks. 

Where may a qualification in Business/Economics lead 

students? 

A-level business studies looks great to any employers as it 

shows you have a background information into how a business 

works, so you are automatically considered for higher 

positions. There are a number of career and university options 

your A-level in business studies will offer you. 

 

Possible career choices with A-level business studies include 

management, marketing, finance, accounting, banking, retailing, 

manufacturing and local government. Many universities will 

accept business studies as a A-level when applying for courses 

such as economics, business studies and many other options. 

 

As well as being equipped to handle modern life with a broad 

knowledge of A-level economics, there are a number of 

university choices and career options where having A-level 

economics is preferable or, in some cases, absolutely 

necessary. Your A-level economics shows you have the ability 

to analyse and understanding economic subjects, as well as 

having a sound financial knowledge and essay-writing skills. 

 

Possible career choices A-level economics can offer you 

include accountancy, stockbroker, banker and online financial 

and business-related careers, however most require a higher 

level of education. Your A-level economics can lead you to 

degrees in economics, business studies, social sciences and 

engineering. 

 

http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/careers/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/careers/Pages/default.aspx
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BUSINESS STUDIES 

 Year 10 Year 10 V-Cert 
‘Ncfe’ 

Year 11 Year 11 V-Cert 
‘Ncfe’ 

Year 12 A Level Year 12 OCR 
Technical  

Year 13 A Level Year 13 OCR 
Technical 

Autumn 1 Business in the 

Real World. 

Introduction to 

Business ‘legal 

structures’ 

Unit 1: 

Introduction to 

marketing  

4P’s 

 

Marketing in 

Business 

Revision for 

November Exam 

Understanding Financial 

communication within 

Business  

 raising finance 

 financial planning  

 managing finance 

Introduction to 

Marketing within 

Business  

Meeting customer needs  

The market 

Marketing mix and 

strategy 

Unit 1: Business 

Environment 

‘External 

examination’ 

 

 

 

 

Alongside 

 

 

 

 Unit 4 

Customers and 

Communication  

‘Internal 

Controlled 

assessment’    

  

Understanding 

financial 

strategies and 

investment 

appraisal  

Understanding 

the nature of  

Globalisation 

 TBC as the 

course began 

in 2021 

 

 

Unit 2 

examination 

in November  

Autumn 2 Influences on 

Business   

Human 

resources in 

business  

Preparation for 

Unit 2 

controlled 

conditions ’21 

hours’  

 Ethics and 

Business 

Strategy  

Global markets 

and business 

expansion 

Culture within 

Business 

Spring 1 Influences on 

Business  

Business 

operations and the 

external 

Environment  

Finance in 

business 

Controlled 

Synoptic 

project for 21 

hours  

BOW: Operations in 

Business Management  

Economic environment 

within Business 

Understanding 

the Nature of 

Business 

‘Theme 3 pre-

release 

material’  
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Human resources 

in Business  

Revision for 2nd 

attempt at unit 

1 examination  

Introduction to Human 

Resources within 

Business  

Managing people 

Entrepreneurs and 

leaders.  

Global 

marketing.   

Global 

industries and 

companies 

(multinational 

corporations). 

Spring 2 Business 

Operation   

 Revision    

Unit 1 

examination  

 

 

 

 

Unit 2: Working 

in a Business 

‘External 

Examination’  

 

Revision AS/A2 

Syllabus  

 

Summer 1 Business 

Operation   

Financial 

Communications, 

and sources of 

finance within 

Business  

Expanding 

Business 

operations and 

Business Planning  

Exams  Second 

submission for 

controlled 

synoptic 

project after 

external 

moderation 

visit  

External Exams/ Revision  Exam revision 

and 

preparation for 

the May June 

Papers 1,2,3 

 

Summer 2 Marketing in 

Business  

Financial 

Communications, 

costs, revenues 

and profits, the 

interpretation of 

financial accounts 

Understand human 

resource planning 

for a start-up 

Business  

Exams   Introduction to theme 3: 

Strategies for success  

Introduction to theme 4: 

Managing Business 

activities 
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ECONOMICS 
 Year 12  Year 13  

Autumn 1 & 2  Measures of Economic performance 

 Aggregate Demand 

 Aggregate Supply 

 Nature of Economics 

 How Markets work 

 International Economics 

 Poverty 

 Developing Economics 

 Business Growth 

 Business Objectives 

 Revenue, costs & profits 

Spring 1 & 2  National Income 

 Economic Growth 

 Macroeconomic Objectives 

 Market Failure 

 Government Intervention 

 The Financial Sector 

 Role of the state 

 Market Structures 

 Labour Market 

 Government Intervention 

Summer 1 External Exams/ Revision Exam revision and preparation for the May June Papers 

1,2,3 

 
Summer 2  International Economics 

 Business Growth 

 


